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Introduction 

The Cordillera Central (also called the Huarochiri or Pariacacca Mountains) is the closest Andean Mountain 

Range to Lima the Capital of Peru (see Map 1).  It is located approximately 80 to 100 kilometers due east of 

Lima, Peru.  The Cordillera Central is accessed by the main east-west paved highway between Lima and the 

interior of Peru, highway #20.  This manuscript focuses on the main and tallest section of the Cordillera Central 

which is just north of 12.00 Degrees South Latitude, East of the major towns of Matucana and San Mateo (the 

latter is home to the spring water bottlings plant of the same name) and west and south of the Mining towns of 

Llocllapampa and La Oroya.  There are approximately 42 mountains that are above 5000 meters (16,404 ft.) in 

this region north of 12.00 Degrees south latitude.  These can be found on Map 2.  The tallest of these 42 

mountains is Nevado Pariacacca topping out at 5779 meters (18,960 ft.).  This mountain range is also called the 

Pariacacca Mountains because of its tallest mountain. 

 

This expedition is only the second submitted to the American Alpine Journal documenting a climb of Nevado 

Sullcon, but describing a new route North-west Face to the North Ridge route (Alpine Grade AD-).1  This is the 

first submission of a climb of Nevado Paca, North-east couloir to the north col and up the north ridge (Alpine 

Grade AD+). 

 

 

                                                           
1 See American Alpine Journal AAJ_2002_44_76_294a, article by Alberto Murguia, Club de Montaneros Americo 

Tordoya, Lima. 
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Map 1: 
Relative location of the Cordillera Central in respect to the country of Peru’s Capital, Lima. 



2015 Cordillera Central Mountains of Peru, Sullcon and Paca climbing Expedition  

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Revised: 1/20/2016 10:36 AM  Page 3 of 17 

      
Map 2 
Area Map of the Cordillera Central with all 42 mountains above 5000 meters identified.  The Cordillera Central map was adapted by the author from 1:100,000 Km scale 

topographical maps “Matucana” (24-k) and Oroya (24-l)  
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Map 3 
Detailed map showing the area location of the Base Camp, High Camp and Nevados Sullcon and Paca relative to each other from area Map No. 2. 
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2015 Expedition to the Rio Blanco Headwaters to climb Nevado Sullcon and Paca, Cordillera Central, 

(Huarochiri), Peru. 

 

As stated in the introduction The Cordillera Central2 is located approximately 80 to 100 km due east from Lima, 

Peru (see Map 1).  Because of this region of Peru’s proximity to the coast and abundance of minerals, it has had 

extensive mining over the last couple of centuries.  Currently this region is still an important mineral extraction 

and processing location for the country.3  From a mountaineering perspective though, the region has seen little 

activity from foreign climbing expeditions as compared to the higher Cordillera Blanca and Huayhuash.  The 

main access point to the east side of this mountain range is via the Rio Blanco river gorge to the new reservoir 

(2003) at Yuracmayo, Peru.  

                                                           
2 The Cordillera Central is also called the Cordillera Huarochiri, after the province it is located in, or the Cordillera 

Pariacacca, after the tallest mountain in this part of the range. 
3 Indeed the northern most portion of the sport climbing area at Yuracmayo, which is high quality limestone, was 

being quarried during the time the expedition was camped at base camp.  An unfortunate event considering that there 
were many other suitable limestone extraction areas nearby that were NOT in the climbing area.  It appears that local 
jurisdictions have almost total autonomy with respect to regulating mineral extraction, and with little regard to the 
environmental impact such activities will have. 

 

Picture 1 
The Yuracmayo Basecamp (viewed from the north-west).  Highlighted by the sun in the far distance is Nevado Norma (5598m) 

and in the forefront (shaded) the north peak of Nevado Paccha (5350m). 
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Nevado Sullcon 5650m Route Description 

On May 27, Quique Apallinario 

Villafan, Eleazar Blass, Justo , and I 

drove via paved Highway #20 from 

Lima, Peru to San Mateo, Peru, the 

largest town with hotels and fresh 

food markets close to the Rio Blanco 

river gorge.  The following day we 

drove up the Rio Blanco river gorge 

to the Yuracmayo Dam.  The road up 

the Rio Blanco river gorge is a 

maintained dirt and gravel road.  

Beyond Yuracmayo the road 

continues over the mountains to the 

Tanta region, an unimproved dirt road 

branches off from this main road just 

after the damn to access the south / 

east end of the Yuracmayo reservoir 

where we established our base camp.  

The gorge narrows at this location 

and the road turns into a trail (see 

Picture 1).  This part of the gorge has 

become a sport climbing destination 

because of the tall limestone cliffs 

that rise over 2000 feet from the river 

on either side of the gorge (see 

Picture 2 and maps 2 and 3).  Base 

camp is located at an elevation of 

4260meters (13,976 ft.). 

After several days of sport climbing 

to acclimatize, on May 29th we did a 

cash carry 5 kilometers and 500 

meters (1640 ft.) in elevation gain on 

the approach to high camp (to 

approximately 4760meters). On May 

30th we established high camp at the 

headwaters of the Rio Blanco River 7 

kilometers upstream from our Base Camp located near the southern end of the Yuracmayo Reservoir.  High 

Camp was located at 4882 meters (16,026 ft.) and only 2.1 km to the base of Nevado Sullcon (see Picture 3 and 

Map 3) and only 3.5 km from the base of Nevado Paca.   

Early in the morning of May 31, 2015, Quique, Blass and I began our summit bid on Nevado Sullcon.  

Negotiating the several glacier Tarns we reached the rocky north-west flank of the north-east ridge (at 5054 

meters) by 3:00am.  We climbed higher and higher as well as traversing until we reached the steep snow high on 

the ridge at 5173 meters (16,971 ft), and then the glacier at 5225 meters (17,142 ft.).  Blass doing most of the 

route finding through the rock cliffs and then Quique lead the 45 to 50 degree snow / glacier section to the top of 

 

Picture 2  
Quique belays Blass, Justo looks on at the Yuracmayo sport climbing area on the 

Rio Blanco River, Peru.  
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the North-East ridge at 5311 meters (17,424 ft.).  We obtained the top of the ridge by 5:00am just as dawns early 

light made the scenery in the distance visible.  Once on the ridge there is a long gradual slog up to the summit 

pyramid as can be seen in Pictures 4 and 6.   

When reaching the summit pyramid, we negotiated the pyramid by traversing over to the south west arête and 

following it up to the highly corniced summit 5650 meters (18,536 ft.),4 which we reached at 7:23am.  Picture 8 

was taken from the summit looking northward showing the route that was taken. 

 

                                                           
4 The GPS elevation recorded was 6563meters using a Garmin Model GPS64st.  

 
Picture 3 
Quique and Frank at High Camp (4882 meters) with Nevado Sullcon (6550 meters) behind. 
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Picture 4 
The Climbing route that was taken by the expedition party on May 31, 2015 (in red).  Rather than climbing the relative easy North-west Ridge (in blue) the new route went up the steep 

(45-50 degree) snow and YDS 5.4 rocky west face instead, as indicated in red (Alpine Grade AD-).  Once the top of the North-west ridge was obtained the normal route to the top was 

used, as indicated.  The 2001 route taken by Murgia and Vargas is show in Yellow. All routes followed the ridge up to the summit. 
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Picture 5 
Nevado Sullcon and Nevado Paca as pictured from the north-east location that once was the foot of the glacier that flowed north from each of these mountains.  As can be seen climate 

change has caused this glacier to recede almost 1 kilometer from its 1956 position and creating one on many Glacier Tarns like the one pictured. 
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Picture 6 
While traversing the North-west Ridge and being the first to climb Sullcon this season, Quique 

and Blass are viewing options on which route to take up this portion of the ridge.  In the distance 

the summit (5650 meters) is highlighted by the sun. 

 

Picture 7 
Blass takes in the view from the summit of Sullcon (5650 meters) looking at the route taken up 

the North-west Ridge. 
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Picture 8 
GPS graph showing the elevation plot and route track taken from High Camp to the Summit of Nevado Sullcon on May 31, 2015 and return. 
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Nevado Paca 5600m Route Description 

Because the weather turned cold and snowy when returning from the Nevado Sullcon climb, the team returned to 

Base Camp on June 1, 2015 and wait for better weather, (See picture 9), recuperate and resupply. 

Fortunately the weather cleared and on June 2rd the team returned to high camp in preparation to make a summit 

bid on Nevado Paca that evening.  That night we left high camp just after midnight.  It was totally clear with a 

full moon and no wind, a perfect alpine ascent day.  We reached the base of the north-east couloir by 3:00am and 

the col between the north summit and the North-West ridge route of the main summit by 6:00 am .  Because of 

glacier recession on the mountain the glacier / snow slope used by the first ascensionists nine years earlier5 was 

not useable (and almost gone on the upper slopes of the couloir).  As can be seen in Picture 10 the team climbed 

the limestone on the right side of the couloir instead of the normal route.  The right side of the couloir was totally 

clear of any glacier on the lower two thirds of the couloir.  The upper one third of the couloir was a combination 

of snow and rock as can be seen in picture 11 below. 

 

                                                           
5 The first ascent of Nevado Paca was made by Carlos Callupe and Alberto Murguia, both native Peruvians, by the 

North-East face and ridge, in 2006.  , these openings agreed by NW 

 

Picture 9 
High Camp after the afternoon storm on Nevado Sullcon Summit Day May 31, 2015. 

http://www.microsofttranslator.com/bv.aspx?from=es&to=en&a=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Falberto.murguia.90
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Picture 10 
The above picture is annotated to show the new 2015 route up the limestone rock face as compared with the estimated location of the glacier / snow route used by the first ascensionists.  

The lower portion of the new rock route had YDS 5.6 to 5.7 sections, but most was low 5th class and 4th class climbing.  
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Picture 11 
The above picture on the upper portion of Paca’s North-East Couloir shows the estimated 2006 original route (in blue) and the 2015 route 

the team took (in red).  
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Picture 13 
Blass nearing the summit of Nevado Paca.  Nevado Pariacacca, the tallest mountain in the Cordillera Central can be 

seen in the lower right of the picture. 

 

Picture 12 
Blass leads the last part of the steep Northwest Ridge of Nevado Paca. 
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Once the team reached the col we were bathed in sun.  Fortunately the west side of the ridge was in shade and we 

climbed this steep section without any incident with good snow conditions.  Pictures 12 and 13 show Blass 

leading the final push up the steep snowy Northwest ridge to the very corniced summit ridge.  We reached the 

summit shortly after 8:00am with its beautiful views of the Cordillera Central and beyond. 

On our return the team was chased back to highcamp with another big storm coming from the west.  Fortunatly 

we reaching the safety of our tent by 1:00PM before the storm unleashed its snowy fury. 
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Picture 14 
GPS graph showing the elevation plot and route track taken from High Camp to the Summit of Nevado Paca on June 4th, 2015 and return. 


