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If ski touring, especially in the H igh Sierras, plays a part in your 
life, you will seize avidly upon the M anual of S k i Mountaineering. 
The authors are men with great personal skill, who plan their tours 
w ith all the care and precision of adm iral of the fleet. They travel 
speedily, with a minimum of equipment, over country that the un 
w ary am ateur would find definitely hazardous. They know the func
tional aspects of clothing, the need of light weight equipment, and 
the vital importance of knowing what snow will avalanche and when. 
In  fact so efficiently do they operate that the guileless reader m ust 
remember that thorough training is as necessary as this manual in 
teaching him the rules of w inter ski travel. Too much theory and 
too little training can be dangerous.

The technique discussed in S k i  M ountaineering  is up-to-the- 
minute, practical, and highly developed, but it m ust be borne in mind 
that this is not necessarily the best technique for w inter m oun
taineering. The manual intentionally deals with the highly special
ized a rt of w inter ski touring— and does it admirably— instead of 
w ith the broader field of general camping and mountaineering. This 
is fortunate for the book is a worthy companion piece to the broader 
and more complete H andbook of Am erican Mountaineering. H ere 
skiing comes closer to m ountaineering than in any other form.

M essrs. Brower, Leonard, Nilsson, Robinson, and the others, 
deserve full praise for their w orthy contribution to the a rt of wilder
ness travel.


