
Cho Oyu from  the North in the Pre-M onsoon. As in other seasons, there 
were numerous ascents of Cho Oyu by the w est side from the north. The 
well-known Mexican climber, Carlos Carsolio, made a whirlwind tour in the 
pre-m onsoon season and did two fast, oxygenless ascents of 8000ers, summit- 
ing alone in both cases. After acclimatizing on a m inor peak in the Everest 
region, Lobuje East, he traveled quickly to Tibet to join Swiss Erhard Loretan’s 
comm ercial expedition. He made the fastest ascent ever o f Cho Oyu in ju st 19 
hours. He went to the summit from Base Camp at 5650 meters, which he left 
at three P.M. on April 25 with Loretan. They rested for an hour at Camp I at 
6400 meters. Loretan was not interested in climbing the standard route, which 
Carsolio had decided on, and he turned back at 6600 meters at 7:30 P.M. The 
M exican carried on up alone in full moonlight which was so bright that he had 
no need for his headlamp. He was on the sum mit at 9:57 A.M. on April 26. He



then left Tibet for Lhotse. L oretan 's expedition was otherwise composed o f 6 
Germans and 2 Swiss. On May 4, Germans Helmut Katzenmaier, W alter Korber 
and Helge Sprindler (f) also reached the sum mit of Cho Oyu. On April 29, Fabio 
Pedrina o f Christian D upré’s group o f 6 Swiss reached the summit. Austrian 
Ernst Schw arzenlander led 5 Germans and 6 Austrians. The leader reached the 
sum mit on May 3, followed on May 4 by Germ ans Lutz Protze, Andreas Ratka 
and Thom as Türpe. Jiří N ovák was the leader of 4 Czechs, 2 Italians and 1 
German. On May 12, Czechs Stanislav Š ilán and Zedeněk Hrubý climbed to the 
top, follow ed on May 14 by Czech Ladislav K am arád and Italian Benito Lodi. 
O scar Piazza, the leader of 12 Italians, and Angelo Giovanetti climbed to the 
sum mit on M ay 12, followed on May 16 by Andrea Oberbacher. Swiss Norbert 
Joos was leader o f 8 Swiss, 2 Germans, 1 Austrian and 1 Briton. On May 20 
Swiss Heinz Blatter and Joos com pleted the 149th ascent of the peak. 
U nsuccessful were Demetrio Carrasco, leader o f 7 Mexicans, 1 American and  
I Chilean and Argentine Orlando Aedo, who headed 4 Spaniards and 2 
Argentines. Briton Jonathan Tinker led 3 British climbers and 1 American  who 
were turned back at 6800 meters on June 7 by winds, snowfall and lack of 
manpower.
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