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More than anything, Dave Tollakson was a teacher. He was devoted to his 
students as a mathematics and drafting instructor and upon his retirement from 
Burbank, C alifornia’s John M uir Junior High School, he established an 
academic scholarship there with his wife Lynn. In 1985, Dave was a candidate 
for N A SA ’s Teacher in Space Program and in his application described his 
teaching philosophy in this way: “I believe my number-one educational 
com m itm ent in working with school children is to be firm, fair and consistent. 
I try to motivate, inspire and stim ulate my kids in hopes they will stretch their 
limits and strive for excellence.”

Dave practiced this same straightforw ard vision outside the classroom as 
well. Raised on a farm in Argyle, W isconsin with three sisters and a brother, 
D ave’s passion for outdoor adventure was first sparked through his joy in 
hunting and fishing as a boy. Enlisting in the army in 1954, Dave served in 
Germany, where he discovered skiing as one o f the consum ing interests that 
would serve to shape the experiences of his later life.

From 1971 to 1994, Dave was a m em ber of the National Ski Patrol where 
his devotion to service resulted in numerous awards. Many of D ave’s most 
enduring friendships came from his NSP participation. He was instrumental in 
having the NSP recognized in search-and-rescue operations. He ultimately 
became the Southern California A dviser for the M ountaineering Section. 
D ave’s instinct and passion for teaching was his great gift here, too, and one 
of D ave’s legacies is the generations of ski patrollers who first developed and 
then honed their mountaineering skills through his masterful patience and 
guidance.

D ave’s m ountaineering adventures took him to the far corners of our planet. 
He clim bed in the Pamirs, the H imalaya, Antarctica, the Andes. He had scaled 
six of the highest sum mits o f each continent. He died before he could fulfill his 
dream of climbing the seventh one, M ount Everest. He was on a training climb 
as a m em ber of the 1995 American M ount Everest Expedition when he fell to 
his death on April 9 on the Snow creek route on M ount San Jacinto, near Palm 
Springs. Our expedition comm emorates the early English pioneers to Everest 
and now D ave’s memory as well.

At his mem orial service, those whom Dave had taught in the classroom and 
in the mountains came to offer their respect. By any measure, those who were 
touched by his wonderful life will rem em ber him as the giver and as the one 
who honored as more im portant the process in working for the sum mit than in 
actually standing on it. W ith a grin that would brighten the darkest moment, 
Dave inspired us to stretch our limits, and it is fitting to think o f him in the 
present tense, with lessons that he taught us teaching us still. As he would say 
in life, no matter the endeavor, “To the top!”
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