
Peak 4810, East Face, New Route. Alexander Pogorelov and Vitaly Polohov from Rostov-on- 
Don established a new route (6B, 1100m) on the east face of Peak 4810, fixing the initial pitch
es of the route from August 4-11, then climbing it from August 14-22. All four routes on the 
east face of 4810 (Vedernikov, 1989; Sitnik, 1989, Klionov, 1993; Odintsov, 1995) are on the 
right-hand side of the face. The Pogorelov Route takes a line close to the center of the face.

While we were preparing the route, we noticed that the most dangerous part of the face is



on the left-hand side, where the face is not as steep and there are some shelves with snow. 
Snow melting on these shelves results in stone fall. We spent several days scoping the face 
with binoculars, looking for a possible route with the maximum number of cracks but with
out success. We decided to start in the center of the east face in an inside comer, then move 
left from the overhanging rocks traversing toward a series of roofs. It was very inconvenient



to fix rope diagonally in the overhanging part, but it was the only hope to climb the route. In 
the upper part, overhanging rock protected us from rock fall.

Andrew Zavgorodniy and Anatoliy Popov helped fix the initial pitches. After fixing 350 
meters (seven pitches), we experienced two days of extremely bad weather with snowfall. For 
this reason, we came down, as we did not think it would be possible to climb this face in such 
conditions. The first part of the route is a combination of vertical and overhanging rock with 
only a few cracks. We used a lot of skyhooks. It was difficult climbing (VI, A3-A4). The sec
ond part of the route was climbed free (IV-VI). In the lower part at the edge of the inside cor
ner and face there were very loose rocks— too loose to use skyhooks or get good gear. We had 
to move the loose rocks before we could get any protection.

As with the two previous years, the weather was very unsettled. During our climb, it 
rained every day in the afternoon, after which the entire face was covered with verglas. When 
the sunshine warmed the face, the ice would fall down. We spent nine nights on the route (one 
night during fixing). On August 22 at 6 p.m., we reached the ridge. By this point, there were 
no longer any climbers in either the Ak-Su or Kara-Su valleys.
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