
Nanda Devi, ascent and environmental clean up. In September a 40-member team from the 
Garhwal Rifles Regiment successfully climbed the 7816m peak via the Normal Route. This is 
the third ascent of Nanda Devi since the Inner Sanctuary was officially closed in 1983. All three 
ascents have come from the Indian Military (Army in 1993, ITBP in 2000, and Army again in 
2001). The expedition also collected non-biodegradable garbage left behind by previous expe
ditions in this 2000-square km bio-reserve. This act was a very significant step in terms of 
removing environmental pollution from a reserve known for its unique diversity and rich flora 
and fauna. A total of 83 species of animals and 114 species of plants are found in this biosphere; 
14 of the animals on are a list of near extinct species.

Soon after the first forays into the area, a large succession of expeditions left piles of junk 
and garbage on the mountain slopes. From 1964 onward Nanda Devi experienced the indigni
ty of several hush-hush expeditions attempting to place a nuclear spying device on her summit. 
Ten years later, the sanctuary was thrown open to mountaineers. The resulting stampede of 
young Western climbers eager to make their marks on the mountaineering record books led to 
an environmental disaster. Owing to a short season, forests were hacked to build bridges and 
provide fodder for animals. Fragile juniper slopes above the tree line were deliberately burnt to 
provide charcoal for porters accompanying expeditions. Sources are quoted as saying, “In a few 
decades, the sanctuary, at its worst, resembled a combination of a garbage dump and a badly- 
maintained public toilet, the animal life reduced to intruding man, the juniper and under
growth mercilessly destroyed to provide firewood. Ultimately, the sanctuary was declared a 
national park.”
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