
Raksha Urai, attempt. During the post monsoon Phil Amos, Jim de Bank, myself and Simon 
Woods (all UK) together with Bryan Godfrey (New Zealand), and Graham Rowbotham (Canada) 
explored part of Far West Nepal with the intention of making the first ascent of Raksha Urai 
(6593m). The team travelled for three days by bus from Kathmandu to the road head near 
Deura, then walked for 12 days up the Seti Valley. This area has been rarely visited by Westerners, 
with only one trekking group and three previous expeditions known. All previous expeditions 
to Raksha Urai have been turned back by poor conditions low down on the mountain.

Base camp was situated on the east side of the range at 4100m, with easy access to all four 
of the Raksha Urai peaks. The weather throughout was perfect and progress was relatively rapid
for the first week. The team elected 
to try Raksha Urai III, which had 
also been singled out by the previ
ous expeditions (who refer to it as 
Raksha Urai IV) The most likely 
route of ascent was the east flank 
and the 900m southeast face.

After a period of acclimati
sation and load carrying up to 
5400m, Amos, Rowbotham, 
Woods and I set out for an attempt 
on the mountain, while de Bank 
and Godfrey elected to explore the 
western flank up the Salimor 
Khola. The latter pair were turned 
back by an impenetrable gorge on 
the second day, but it was felt that 
if a way could be found up the val
ley, access to the higher peaks 
would be very good.

On October 8, we four left 
base camp and climbed to a 
5000m advanced base situated at



the start of the glacier. On the 9th we arrived at Camp 1, where we had previously cached loads. 
We spent the following day carrying and acclimatising up to a cache at 5800m. On the 11th we 
all climbed easy ground to a high camp at 5900m, situated on a large serac about 100m up the 
southeast face. We spent the rest of the day resting and acclimatising. However, a small storm 
then delayed the summit attem pt for a further day. Meanwhile de Bank and Godfrey had 
returned from their explorations and were coming up to join us, just one day behind.

At 3 a.m. on the 13th the four of us set out for the summit. After climbing for 13 hours 
up continuous 60-degree ice of varying quality, we hit deep, unconsolidated snow just 50 meters 
from the summit ridge. There was evidence of an avalanche to our right and as we had not been 
able to stop on the face for food or liquid, we decided it was best to descend. We estimated that 
we were less than 150 meters from the summit, reaching a height of 6500m (set by GPS fix).

A difficult night followed. It took nine hours to make the 12 rappels of 60 meters each 
necessary to descend, using mainly Abalakov Threads and ice screw anchors. Temperatures 
dropped to -20°C and we had major problems with ice screws freezing up. At 1:00 a.m. on the 
14th we were finally greeted at our high camp by de Bank and Godfrey.

Realizing that under the present conditions we were not able to climb the mountain, all 
six of us retreated to base camp and spent the next week recovering and exploring. During this 
period we made possibly the first western visit to the Urai Lagna (5200m), a pass on the Tibetan 
border. We walked out to Chainpur from October 22-30 and flew from there to Kathmandu.

The 1997 German expedition defined the range as having six peaks, which they 
numbered from south to north as Raksha Urai I to VI. However, we are convinced the peak 
referred to by the Germans as Raksha Urai I is in fact Dhaulagiri/Dhaulasiri or certainly part of 
the Dhaulagiri Group, as it is not visible from the main valley and is separated from the other 
Raksha Urai peaks by a considerable distance. Also, Raksha Urai VI referred to by the Germans 
is, in our opinion, yet another separate mountain a little north and some way east of the main



range. We therefore suggest the most logical nomenclature for the Raksha Urai Group to be 
four peaks (I to IV) from south to north, so the Germans’ II now becomes I, etc. We also feel 
that Raksha Urai III, which we attempted, is higher than the quoted 6593m for Raksha Urai and 
more like 6650m.

All four peaks of Raksha Urai would make for superb high-standard alpinism in a beau
tiful and remote area. There are also other possibilities in the region, although any trip would 
necessarily be a long and serious undertaking. More information can be obtained from myself 
at adamclimb@btinternet.com or from our website at www.virginsummits.org. The expedition 
won both the Helly Hansen Mountain Adventure and the Lyon Equipment awards in 2001.
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