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Washington climbing, trends and new routes. In recent years alpine climbing in the Washington 
Cascades has become less exploratory. First ascents are still being made but less frequently. How
ever, speed ascents and enchainments have become more popular. Many climbs traditionally done 
over two to three days are now often climbed in under 12 hours. Speed ascents, as well as other 
activities, have focused on well-documented classics with easy access. “Select” and “Classic” guide
books have concentrated crowds on certain routes, while other routes are ignored. Also, the 
am ount of “beta,” including route conditions and gear suggestions, that is available for classic 
climbs has increased dramatically, partially due to the popular website www.Cascadeclimbers.com.

Other trends have resulted from increased Forest Service and Park Service control of 
access, for instance by permit requirements for areas such as Boston Basin, The Enchantments, 
Mt. Baker, Mt. Rainier, Mt. St. Helens, and Mt. Adams. Furthermore, Mt. Rainier National Park 
doubled its climbing perm it fee to $30 per person, though the perm it is now valid for the 
calendar year. The Fee Dem onstration Program has been increasingly enforced by the Forest 
Service within Wenatchee, Mt. Baker, and Snoqualmie national forests.

In addition to the individual new-route reports below, the following shorter new routes 
have been recently established.

http://www.Cascadeclimbers.com


On July 19-20 Jens Klubberud and Loren Campbell established a route (12 pitches, III+ 
5.6, glacier travel) on the northeast face of Mt. Formidable. The route leaves the Formidable 
Glacier at the lowest point where the face meets the glacier, on the right side of the face. It goes 
up for two dirty pitches before traversing left and up on ledge systems, into a delightful, hidden, 
firn couloir. The couloir, steeper than 50° at the top, leads up and farther left, to a point more 
or less directly below the summit. In six more pitches the route joins the North Ridge, just short 
of the summit. While the technical crux is on the ninth pitch, the first two pitches offer chal
lenging climbing on dirty, loose rock, with few protection opportunities.

During summer 2001 a new II+ 5.9 route was climbed on the west face of Lichtenberg 
M ountain by James Nakagami, Dan Cappellini, and Ray Borbon. The climb began below a 
headwall shaped like Idaho, just left of a gully. After five 5th class pitches that link cracks systems, 
the route joined the Northwest Ridge, which was scrambled to the summit. Descent was made 
by a gully to the south.

Also in 2001 Larry Goldie and Scott Johnston established a route on Goat Wall above 
Mazama. It is a bolted route, established in full siege style. The eight-pitch route begins 500' left 
of Bryan Burdo’s classic Promised Land, near the base of a prominent buttress.

On September 26, 2000 Tim Kelley and Gordy Skoog approached the toe of the north face 
rib of McAlester M ountain via the northwest talus fields. They made a new route (II, class 5) 
that starts left of the North Face Rib route on class 4 slabs and permanent snow, then goes up 
a loose gully and right on a slanting ramp to the North.Face Rib. From there they climbed 
arrow-straight to the summit on good rock.
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