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Tien Shan Mountains, mapping expedition. In 
August and September, 13 of us, mostly students 
from Dresden University of Technology, con
ducted a mapping expedition to the central Tien 
Shan Mountains. The objective of this university project (the Institute of Cartography) was to 
create a new 1:100,000 scale map of central Tien Shan in the style and quality of European 
mountaineering maps. This new map will probably be available in two or three years. 
We received support from, and worked with, Tien Shan Travel— the biggest Travel Agency in 
Kyrgyzstan— and from The Geodetic and Cartographic Service of the Kyrgyz Republic.

Useful maps at a large scale are not currently available— a universal problem in Russia 
and its former member states. The best available maps are of 1:200,000 scale, which are not very 
useful for mountaineering. There is also a map of central Tien Shan at 1:150,000, but this map 
only shows the major mountains and ridges, and is not a topographic map.

We worked in three teams: two in non-glacier areas and one on the glaciers or at higher 
altitudes. During this mapping, the “glacier team” probably did two first ascents, one on a pre
viously unclimbed mountain. But it is difficult to know for sure if they were in fact first 
ascents— the best information about this still comes from local guides.



Two of us reached the top of Khan Tengri at the end of August. Along with two Russian 
climbers, we removed about 20kg of garbage from the upper camps (except Camp 4) on the 
south side. We were shocked to see how much trash had been left behind, mostly by Americans.

Surveyors from Kyrgyzstan made a new survey of Khan Tengri this summer, showing that 
the summit is 6,995m— definitely below the magical 7,000m mark. Consequently, Pik Pobeda 
(7,439m), several kilometers to the south, is still the northernm ost 7,000m peak in the world.

The weather was good in August, and we collected more data than we had planned. The 
expedition was very successful, and revealed a lot of potential for mountaineers in Tien Shan. 
However, most people seem to want to climb Khan Tengri or Pik Pobeda, and are not interested 
in the surrounding, less famous, peaks.

Further details about the expedition, including the first ascents and photos are available 
in the expedition report, which is online in a PDF-file at www.inf.tu-dresden.de/ 
~sw760654/Tienschan (in English and German).
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