
N uptse E ast 1, south fa c e  p illa r  attem pt. Snow conditions made clim bing very difficult for a 
noted Russian mountaineer, Valeri Babanov (37), in his unsuccessful attempt at a solo ascent o f 
a pillar on the south face o f Nuptse, the lengthy m ountain that stands immediately south o f 
Everest. His aim was to make the first ascent o f one o f its eastern summits, which presents such 
difficulties that it was described as “only for Babanov” by Vladislav Terzyul, a highly successful 
Ukrainian climber who has summited 12 o f the world’s fourteen 8,000-m eter peaks, including 
Dhaulagiri I last autumn.

Babanov arrived at his base camp on the Lhotse Nup Glacier at 5,200m  on September 19, 
but new snowfall and avalanches prevented him  from  starting up the m ountain until the 29th. 
His original plan was to fix 500m  o f rope on the lower part o f the pillar, then go to acclimatize 
on the 1961 British south face route to an altitude o f 6,900m  before making his push for the top 
o f the pillar in three or four days. He said before leaving Kathmandu for this clim b that he 
expected it to be “the most challenging climb I have ever done.” He would have to scale a vertical 
distance o f 2,500m  (8 ,0 0 0 ′) from  base camp to his goal, the summ it known as Nuptse East I, 
which is 7,804m  high on Nuptse’s east ridge and only 57m  lower than the main summ it. 
Approximately 600m  to 700m  o f Babanov’s route would be highly technical, and then big snow 
mushrooms presented themselves above that.

Babanov had no official permit to climb the 1961 South Face route in addition to his pillar, 
so he devoted him self entirely to the pillar. He spent days moving up and down the pillar fixing 
1,000m  o f rope until his supply was exhausted. He calculated that he would need to fix 200m  
more to overcome the steepest section, known as “le Diable” (the Devil), before attempting to go 
for the summit. Babanov reached an altitude o f 6,300m  at the bottom  o f the Diable on October 
26, four weeks after he had begun his attack on the pillar. He now had no more rope and “was 
very, very tired,” strong winds had started blowing, and he had other com m itm ents elsewhere. 
So he abandoned the climb. He wants to return next autumn but not solo. He would like one 
friend to come with him, partly so he would not have to carry all the rope and other gear needed 
for this very technical route.
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