
Pakistan

Pakistan, 2003 overview. A pproxim ately  54 
exped itions took up perm its for peaks over 
6,500m. M ountains below  this altitude are now  
exem pt from  royalty fees, though  no t from  
trekking and Sirdar fees for those situated  in 
restricted areas. Despite this, 85 percent o f the 
expeditions w ent to the Baltoro and 75 percent 
a ttem pted  8,000m peaks. At the M inistry  o f 
Tourism  the Secretary for M ountaineering  
appears m otivated to im prove services for 
clim bers and  in 2004 peak fees will rem ain 50 
percent o f the norm al rate. Expeditions (to the
Baltoro 8,000ers in particular) are now being allowed up to three perm its.

2004 coincides with the Golden Jubilee o f the first ascent o f K2, and it is expected that the 
num ber o f climbers and trekkers will substantially increase over 2002 and 2003 levels. However, 
there is still a serious terrorism  threat in the N orth  West Frontier. For the Baltoro there will be 
increased pollution problem s, damage to the delicate environm ent, problem s w ith porters, and 
o f course increasing costs. Pakistan is now  the cheapest country  in which to climb an 8,000m 
peak, bu t the future o f climbing there is lim ited if the concentration continues to center alm ost 
exclusively on the Baltoro and 8,000m peaks. To this end it is reported that the M inistry is con
sidering the latest UIAA proposal (backed by some o f the m ajor local tour operators) to remove 
royalty fees to m ountains below 7,000m in non-restricted areas. It is also prom ising to be m ore 
helpful to climbers by replying quickly to inquiries and remaining open for briefing six days a week.

L in d sa y  G r if f in , U.K.

Pakistan, the im plem entation o f m ore norm al relationships w ith India. As India and Pakistan 
strive tow ard m ore norm al relationships, the following m easures have been agreed by bo th  
countries:

1. O pening o f bus services between Delhi and Lahore.
2. Resum ption o f air flights from  January 1, 2004.
3. R esum ption o f train  services from  two border points, Wagah and Kokhrapar, and 

the possibility o f resum ing shipping between Karachi and Bombay.
4. Resum ption o f diplom atic links at High C om m ission level and expansion o f 

embassy staff.
5. Resum ption o f trade relations.
6. O n Pakistan’s initiative, guns have been silenced on the LOC in Kashmir and there 

is a cease fire in operation all along the Kashmir front up to the Siachen Glacier.
7. A delegation from the European Parliam ent (including Reinhold Messner) is visiting 

Pakistan to inspect the situation in Kashmir. Subsequently it will also visit the Indi 
an occupied Kashmir. These efforts are encouraging for peace in this region.

8. O n top o f  this the Indian Prim e M inister decided to attend the SAARC conference



to be held in Islamabad in January 2004. The Indian PM has expressed his readiness 
to m eet his Pakistani counterparts.

These m easures have ended the political tension between the tw o countries and greatly 
im proved the climate o f peace in the region. Internally, the governm ent has pu t a complete ban 
on religious extrem ist groups, closed their offices in Pakistan, and frozen their funds in Pak
istani banks. M eanwhile, British Airways, in expectation o f increased travel to Pakistan from  
the U.K. and Europe, resum ed its London-Islam abad flights from  Decem ber 1,2003.

N a z ir  S a b ir , Pakistan


