
K a n g r i  G a r p o  R a n g e

Mt. Ruoni, attempt. The Kangri Garpo Range is located in the Zayul and Bomi Counties of Eastern 
Tibet. Since this region is close to the borders w ith bo th  India and M yanm ar, it has rem ained 
strictly off-limits to foreigners for m any years. Even now the area rem ains shrouded in mystery. 
There are num erous 5,000-6,000m m ountains surrounding  unknow n glaciers and only one of 
these peaks has ever been clim bed. In 2001 three mem bers of a New Zealand expedition led by 
John N ankervis clim bed and skied dow n from  the sum m it o f a 5,650m snow  dom e above the 
Lhagu Glacier. The highest m ountain  in the range is called Ruoni (a.k.a. Bairiga, see below).

In 1882 a Pundit, Kishen Singh, approached the m ountain  from  the south, and his route 
was repeated in 1933 by K ingdon-W ard and Kaulback, w ho nam ed the peak Choem bo. After 
that, neither m oun ta ineering  nor scientific expeditions visited the region until 1995, w hen 
Tam otsu N akam ura’s party  trekked in from  the north . According to the form er Soviet U nion 
map, the height o f Ruoni is recorded as 6,805m, while the 1:100,000 Chinese Peoples Liberation 
Army m ap gives it a height o f 6,882m

After our expedition m ade the first ascent o f Kula Kangri (7,554m) in 1986, I decided that 
Ruoni should be our next target and continued to negotiate w ith the Chinese M ountaineering



Association. Finally, in early 2002, special perm ission was granted  by the CMA. It had indeed 
been a patient and tenacious effort lasting 16 years, and I was now  over 70 years old.

In the fall o f  2002 a th ree-m em ber reconnaissance party  was dispatched. They explored 
the Ata Glacier to a height o f 4,800m and looked for a possible route to the sum mit. O n O ctober 
2,2003, the nine-m em ber Kobe University East Tibet M ountaineering and Scientific Expedition 
arrived in C hengdu. I was chief leader, 72 years old, and  the clim bing leader was Prof. H. 
Kitaguchi. N ine days later we reached base cam p at 4,150m on a lateral m oraine o f the N orth  
Ata Glacier.

O n O ctober 13, using 15 porters, we established an advanced base at 4,250m. At this 
point the Ata Glacier splits into two branches, one flowing north  and the other south. Two days 
later C am p 1 was placed at 4,600m. From there, we decided to a ttem pt the northeast ridge of 
Ruoni, which rises steeply to the sum m it from  a col.

We clim bed the ridge above Cam p 1 and tried to traverse onto  the upper part o f the Ata 
Glacier in order to avoid an ice fall, bu t the ridge was too dangerous due to high avalanche risk. 
We therefore abandoned this route and on O ctober 18, set up Cam p 2 at 5,250m on a different 
line, which followed a smaller branch o f the Ata Glacier. By the 23rd we had established a route 
to the col at ca 5,800m, only to find th a t directly above we w ould have to cross a sheer rock 
wall, overhung by a massive snow cornice. A lthough a search was m ade for alternate routes, 
poor visibility and 10 days o f constant snowfall prevented us from making any further progress 
and we left base camp for Lhagu on November 2. In my opinion, the northeast ridge, while not 
easy, is definitely clim bable if snow conditions and w eather are good. The route favors a fast 
ascent by a small party.
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