
Parón, Bartonellosis to sum m it mushroom. 
Owen Samuel, Mike Pescod, Tony Barton, 
and I set off up the Santa Cruz Valley on 
June 2, two days after arriving in Peru. 
We set up a cam p at 4,700m on the 
m oraine ridge below the northeast face 
of Artesonraju, in the Quebrada Arteson. 
After checking out both the unclim bed 
northw est face o f M illishraju (5,500m) 
and the north  face o f Paró n we decided 
on the latter because the form er was a 
very complex, seracked face. We watched 
Paró n for two days and saw two po ten 
tial “ice” lines melt in the sum m er sun. 
We decided that ou r line would last, but 
it needed a night ascent to m inim ize 
falling rock and ice.

O n June 5 at 9 p.m. we set off for 
the base o f the route, marked by a chim 
ney angling up and left. (Tony was not 
acclimatizing well, so it was just three of 
us.) The glacier was easy to cross, and 
we started  up the first chim ney pitch 
(Sam uel’s Cleft) before m idnight. We 
found excellent ice, o f about grade IV/V 
Scottish, w ith occasional loose rock 
steps. Above the chim ney easier-angled 
snow slopes traversed back right, then a 
rocky groove led into another left-slanting ice chimney. Daybreak brought us to the final funnel 
directly under the sum m it. We completed the 10-pitch ascent at 10:30 a.m., just below the final 
sum m it snow m ushroom , which we did not attem pt due to the conditions. We abseiled the west 
face to the Paró n Glacier, traversed through interesting seracked terrain, and ascended back to 
the A rtesonraju col and an easy descent to camp, where we arrived 20 hours after leaving. 
We nam ed the 400m, TD+ route after a disease which is transm itted by a sand fly com m on high 
in the Peruvian Andes. We were paranoid that its bites m ight be infecting us. Tony Barton was 
the im petus behind us being in this valley climbing this route. He has spent several sum m ers in 
Peru, checking out potential new routes.
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