
C a s c a d e  S e c t i o n . O n April 8, w ith the C lim bing C lub o f the U niversity o f W ashington, we 
hosted a presentation by Hans Florine, speed clim ber extraordinaire, showcasing his record 
climb o f the Nose o f El Capitan in Yosemite w ith Yuji Hirayama (2hrs 49 mins) and his speed 
record climbing all legal California 14,000 footers (3 1/2 days). It was an impressive show, and 
Hans is an inspirational speaker. This was an opportun ity  for AAC m em bers to m eet student 
climbers and for us to let them know about the organization. Thanks to the UW Climbing Club 
for providing the space for this Section event and to Gary Ynge for his help in organizing it.

Later in the year we helped sponsor two events. The first was a film, In the Shadow o f the 
Himalayas, featuring fifth-grade students at Hamilton Middle School, Seattle, who have a sister- 
school in the K athm andu Valley, learning about Nepal. T hroughou t the film, the H am ilton



students in troduce different aspects o f living in N epal— geography, culture, religion, ethnic 
diversity, daily challenges, and play— while answ ering questions about their perceptions o f 
w hat life is like in Nepal. The film ’s profits suppo rt girls’ scholarships th rough  w ww.room - 
toread.org. The funds are greatly needed since only 14 percent o f girls over age 15 can read 
and write, and 50 percent o f Nepalese studen ts d rop  o u t o f school by age six. After the film 
Stephen Bezruchka and others led a panel discussion about the current political conditions in 
Nepal and how they affect travel and work there.

The next event was a benefit slide show in Seattle by Steve Swenson to support the Central 
Asia Institute. The Institute is a non-profit, non-governm ental organization based in Bozeman, 
M ontana, which prom otes and provides com m unity-based education and literacy program s, 
especially for girls, in rem ote m oun ta in  regions o f C entral Asia. About 300 people attended 
this event and over $2,100 was raised for the Institute.

Steve Swenson is a well-known Northwest native who has climbed extensively throughout 
the w orld for over 35 years. He led and sum m ited  w ith the second A m erican expedition to 
climb K2 in 1990, and in 1994 he made a solo ascent of Everest without the use of bottled oxygen. 
His Decem ber 2 show was about the past sum m er, when, following o ther first ascents in the 
C harakusa Valley o f  n o rthern  Pakistan, D oug C habot and Swenson m ade the first ascent of 
the M azeno Ridge on Nanga Parbat on August 12-18. It took two days o f clim bing to reach 
the crest o f the M azeno Ridge and then three m ore days along the ridge crest, which is 10 km 
long and alm ost entirely above 7,000 meters [see feature article in this Journal].
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