
N o r t h e r n  R o c k i e s  S e c t i o n . 2004 was a busy and productive year in the N orthern Rockies. We 
began the year in Boise with a video presentation by Dick D orworth o f the classic 1968 Funhog 
Expedition to Patagonia, which resulted in the third ascent of Fitz Roy. See AAJ 1969: pp. 263-269. 

Also in January Brian Cabe represented the AAC at the Climbing M anagem ent Planning



session at the City o f Rocks and Castle Rocks State Park. He and o ther local clim bers helped 
review the climbing rules and clarify/change those that were not working. Also, Brian has taken 
over as the Section’s Salt Lake City area leader, replacing Mark Holbrook, who moved to Oregon.

The Boise g roup  partnered  w ith the Boise C lim bers Alliance to com plete the Black 
Cliffs Trail Project. In 2003 a flash flood washed out the trail and parking area for one o f the 
m ore popu lar clim bing areas at the Cliffs. T hanks to indispensable g rants from  the AAC 
Domestic Conservation C om m ittee and the Access Fund, a project was underw ritten to clean 
up existing trails, install new ones where needed, and sign each o f the en try  po in ts w ith a 
kiosk. The kiosks provide trail m aps and in form ation  for clim bers and abou t the status o f 
local raptors. O n May 22-23 over 60 eager volunteers tu rn ed  out to com plete all o f the 
planned trail reconstruction Brian Fedigan was particularly com m ended for his effective role 
as project leader.

In late Septem ber the Section hosted the annual M oondance at the City o f Rocks 
N ational Reserve. The Section hosts the cam psite w ith space available on a first-com e-first- 
serve basis. We had over 75 people attending w ith the campsite completely full, which repre
sents a large increase over prior years. Saturday night featured a gala BBQ and the telling o f tall 
tales around  the bonfire. We will con tinue the popular M oondance on Septem ber’s harvest 
m oon weekend.

The Barrel M ountaineering Ice Festival is held in Bozeman, M ontana, and is sponsored 
by Brent Bishop’s Barrel M ountaineering. In conjunction  w ith the festival we set up an AAC 
display table for two evenings. Many existing and potential m em bers stopped by to ask about 
the C lub in the Bozeman area. Tom Kalakay has agreed to serve as the the AAC contact and 
try to establish the Club’s presence there.

D o u g  C o l w e l l , Chair


