
Kyajo Ri, firs t recorded ascent o f southeast ridge. O n O ctober 24 Seth Hobby and I established 
base cam p at 4,600m  below  the east face o f Kyajo Ri (6 ,186m). O ur plan was to clim b the 
m ountain  from  the northeast. Photos provided by our friend and trekking agent, Ang Karma, 
seem ed to show a series of runnels and sm ears up the northeast buttress that led to the upper 
n o rth  ridge. W hether those runnels ever existed, or perhaps this was just a d ry  year, is not 
clear, but closer inspection proved there were no obvious lines.

The best option appeared to be the southeast ridge, which we knew to have been climbed 
to 5,600m in au tum n 2002 by the team  that eventually m ade the first official ascent of the 
m ountain . [Kyajo Ri was first b rought onto the perm itted  list in 2002, and in tha t year was 
ascended via the southw est ridge; A A J 2003, pp. 394-396. The m ountain  is believed to have 
received unau thorized  ascents before tha t —Ed.] O n the 29th we left ou r cam p around  6:00 
a.m. and traversed under the east face to reach the glacier leading to the col at the foot of the 
ridge. G aining the glacier tu rned  out to be one of the cruxes o f the climb, w ith a 40m section 
of 85° snowy, mixed terrain. Seth then led up through another delicate mixed band to the start 
o f the ridge, where we found a cairn left by the 2002 party. Here we dum ped the stove, second 
rope, and our second tools, in order to move as fast as possible on the technical rock above.

T he first several hund red  m eters were m ostly  easy clim bing on generally good rock, 
w ith difficulties never m ore than  5.7-5.8 . W ild towers on the first ha lf o f the ridge forced us 
onto the east flank, and in bypassing the second tower we had to climb into a slabby gully that 
led to several hundred  meters of absolute choss. We regained the crest via a pitch o f 5.8 X and



arrived below the final rock tower. 
T here was no easy way to avoid 
th is tow er, so I d ow nclim bed  a 
little, then  traversed to a series of 
good-looking holds that led round 
a co rner. T he ho ld s w ere p o s i
tive bu t the m oves a few degrees 
beyond vertical; the sack and big 
boots, com bined w ith the altitude 
of 5,900m, m ade it all feel serious. 
From a stance, a short pendulum  
got me to a ledge and easier climb
ing. From  here we sim ul-clim bed 
over easy rock and m ixed terrain  
all the way to the sum m it ridge, 
w h ich  p roved  to  be one  o f  the  
m ost aesthetic m ountain  features either 
o f us had climbed.

We d idn’t linger on the sum m it, 
approaching darkness and a cold w ind 
prom pting a hasty descent. We rappelled 
the southw est ridge and con tinued  all 
the way dow n to the Kyajo Ri Glacier, 
below the south face. The only problem 
was that our camp was on the other side 
of the m ountain. Tired, hungry, and out 
of water, we reached it by quality alpine 
suffering, w ith the biggest hurdle being 
clim bing 600m o f frozen kitty  litter to 
regain the col at the foot of the southeast 
ridge. A few rappels and a glacier slog led 
us to ou r camp, 21 hours after leaving. 
We graded our route V 5.9 AI3.
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