
Kara-su valley, Kotina, northwest face, 
Czarna Wolga. There are many problems 
to overcome if you go to the Karavshin. It’s 
possible to hire an agent to prepare every
thing, but we couldn’t, as we didn’t have 
the money. Nevertheless, at the beginning 
of August we reached the Kara-su, the 
western of the region’s two main valleys. 
The five climbers in our group split into 
two teams: Łukasz Depta and Wojciech 
Kozub as one and Artur Magiera, Jerzy 
Stefa ski, and I as the other. Artur, though, 
was ill at the start of the trip and didn’t 
take part in the initial climbing.

To get the feel of the rock, we first 
chose the Diagonal Route, the most logi
cal line up the Yellow Wall (3,800m). We 
climbed this 500m line at 6a+, but moved 
simultaneously up half of it because of the 
low level of difficulty. Artur and Wojciech 
later also climbed this line.

N ext Jerzy and  I c lim bed  the 
Timofeev route on the 900m northwest



face of Asan (4,230m). This route 
was established in 1988 at Russian 
6B, but it subsequently became 
popular and was downgraded to 6A. 
Because our ropes were only 50m 
long, we had problem s on some 
pitches, which were up to 60m long. 
The difficulties were 7a and A3, on 
solid rock except in the upper sec
tion, which was friable and wet. We 
made two uncomfortable bivouacs 
and arrived on the summit of Asan 
during our third day, having made 
the ascent in alpine style.

O ur next objective was the
beautiful, huge northwest face of Kotina (4,521m). We first rested for six days in order to heal 
finger wounds, then Artur, Jerzy, and I set off alpine style. We estimated that it would take us 
three days to climb the face, but in fact we completed it in half that time. The entire route gave 
nice climbing on solid rock. Up to two-thirds height the face offered mainly slab climbing, up 
to 6a, but the line through the steeper headwall above followed cracks and corners, which we 
found harder and graded 7a. We used mostly nuts, Friends, and occasional pitons and placed 
no bolts. After one-and-a-half days we were on the summit. However, an unpleasant descent 
was still to come. After eight hours of rappelling, downclimbing, and walking to the east, we 
arrived in the Ak-su valley, from where it was another three hours walk back to our base camp. 
We finally arrived at our tents at midnight. We named our route Czarna Wolga (1,500m of 
climbing plus 200m up the summit ridge, 29 pitches all climbed onsight, 7a). The name rough
ly translates as “Black Volga,” in reference to the infamous Soviet car associated with the KGB.

Artur, Jerzy, and I now wanted to try the awesome west face of Pik 4,810m. Our plan was 
to repeat the Rusayew route, graded Russian 6A, but we weren’t prepared for the 10-15m ice 
wall that guarded access to the foot of the face; without ice gear we were unable to set foot on 
the wall. Meanwhile, the other two members of our team, Łukasz and Wojciech, completed a 
new route on a nameless peak opposite Asan [see report below].

It was now September, and temperatures were getting lower and the wind stronger. We 
made two other attempts, one on Asan and the second on Yellow Wall, but due to poor weather, 
tactical mistakes, and a certain lack of motivation, we decided to go home.
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