
K e n a i M o u n t a in s

Mt. Godwin, probable first ascent, West Ridge. In early April, my dad Harold Faust, George Peck, 
and I climbed the West Ridge (Alaska Grade 2) o f Mt. Godwin in the Kenai M ountains, near 
Seward. At about 5,860', Mt. Godwin is not a tall peak, though it is the highest sum m it on the 
Godwin Glacier and does have 4,300' o f prominence. We believe that ours was the first ascent. 
On March 31 we parked at Mile 13 o f the Seward Highway and headed up the South Fork of 
the Snow River on snowshoes. We crossed the river several times, but with cold temperatures, 
there was only one open crossing. About seven miles up the river, we headed south into the 
m ountains along the west side of the Kindling Glacier. Eventually we roped up and headed up 
the glacier to a pass between Mt. Godwin and Kindling M ountain at 4,350'. Here we set up 
camp. In the m orning, we headed up the West Ridge o f Godwin. Based on our observations 
from the day before, we believed the route would be nontechnical and brought little gear. Most 
of the ridge was a straightforward snow stomp, though a rock band at 5,300' ended up being the 
crux. Harold led through this section with exposed low-5th-class moves and the psychological



belay of accessory cord. From the rock band the ridge continued steepening all the way to the 
summit; snow conditions were perfect for kick-stepping. We descended the route we climbed. 
Back in camp by mid-afternoon, we relaxed, ate, and explored the immediate area. The follow
ing day we headed down the Godwin Glacier to Fourth of July Creek, where we had parked a 
second truck.
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