
Nalivkin Glacier, Malitskovo Glacier; Pik 4,828m  
(Sigma Peak), first ascent; Piks 5,055m (Hidden Peak), 
4,975m (Snow Dome), new routes; other ascents. We 
chose the western Kokshaal Too region for its potential 
for first ascents. Also called “The Forbidden Range,” 
this was a closed m ilitary region until the late 1990s, 
w hen the first western expeditions arrived. It is still 
under m ilitary control, and perm ission to access the 
area has to be obtained from  the military. C onse
quently, very few expeditions have visited this place, 
and m any peaks rem ain unclim bed. We were given a 
m ap by ITM C, indicating clim bed and unclim bed 
peaks in the area we intended to visit.

We drove w ith two vehicles, a 6-wheel drive bus 
and a sm aller truck , from  Bishkek via N aryn to the

western Kokshaal Too Range. The trucks b rough t us to the slopes n o rth  o f the Aytali River, 
opposite the Nalivkin Glacier, where we set up base cam p next to a 3,860m lake.



Patrick Black, Robert Cromarty, 
Linda Daffue, W illem Daffue, Greg 
Devine, Carl Fatti, D onovan van 
G raan, Dean van der M erwe, and I 
split in to  three groups, each explor
ing a different valley and assessing 
climbing possibilities there.

Patrick, Dean, Robert, and I 
went up the Nalivkin Glacier to look 
at Pik 5,055m, an apparently  u n 
clim bed peak high in the valley. We 
identified two possible routes, one 
over the west ridge and sum m it o f 
4,968m and the o ther via easy snow 
slopes leading from  the west to the 
col between 4,968m and 5,055m. On 
August 14 Patrick and I climbed over 
the sum m it o f 4,968m to the sum m it 
o f 5,055m (H idden Peak). Dean and 
Robert chose the other route.

W illem, Linda, and D onovan 
went into the M alitskovo Glacier 
basin. They came back confident that 
both  4,828m  and 4,975m  could be 
clim bed and possibly 4,996m  as 
well— all unclim bed peaks. O n 
August 14 W illem, Linda, D onovan, 
and Carl clim bed 4,828m  (Sigma 
Peak). The po in t m arked 4,975m 
tu rned  ou t to be just a m ark on the 
map. The sum m it lies south o f this 
mark. O n August 26 the same group 
sum m ited  this peak (Snow Dome) 
and measured its height as 5,105m by 
GPS. After a second reconnaissance 
to 4,996m we discarded o u r plans to 
climb it. There was not enough snow 
coverage to allow reasonable access, 
and the ascent seem ed to involve 
some hectic rock climbing.

The th ird  group, consisting o f Carl and Greg, reported tha t the Fersmana and Sarychat 
glaciers had retreated far to the south, and the lower valleys were framed by sheer rock cliffs with 
no reasonable access to the sum mits.

Toward the end o f the expedition Patrick and I walked far eastward, past the confluence 
o f the Aytali and Sarychat rivers, in hope o f being able to climb w hat we called “The Coloss,” a



massive cluster o f peaks 4,671m, 
4,879m , and 4,849m high, bu t 
we d idn ’t have tim e. However, 
an ascent by the northeast ridge 
seems quite possible.

The following peaks were 
also clim bed by the team: 
5,156m, O bzhorniy, by Ulrike 
and Patrick via the northeast 
ridge; 5,156m, Obzhorniy, by 
Dean, Robert, Willem, Linda, 
Carl, and Donovan via the glacier 
and snow slopes to the north ; 
4,850m, Metel, by Greg, Dean, 
Robert, Willem, Linda, Carl, and
Donovan; 4,656m, Peak Macciato, by Dean; and 4,578m, by Dean.

River crossings were m ajor obstacles, especially in the afternoon. It was not easy to find 
a safe passage at times, and we had to help each o ther across. The weather, though, was kind; 
bad w eather spells only lasted for only short times. The snow was firm  and enjoyable early in 
the day and turned soft only after 11 a.m. We encountered deep, soft snow only on Snow Dome.

The m ountain  slopes are littered w ith ibex and M arco Polo sheep horns. We were privi
leged to watch ibex a num ber o f times. We also saw eagles, lam m ergeyers, hundreds of 
m arm ots, and tracks o f w hat we believe to be a wolf.

Happy with ou r achievements, we returned to Bishkek on the 25th. We left records o f our 
ascents with ITMC, whose president is also president o f the Kyrgyz alpine club. Later we learned 
o f the British party  [Stewart H oward and Dave Sw inburne, above] w ho had been to the area 
just before us. They reported having climbed 4,975m (5,105m) and 5,055m, both from the Mal- 
itskovo Glacier. Thus, two o f o u r “first ascents” tu rned  ou t not to be such. Still, ou r two routes 
up 5,055m are new routes, approaching the m oun ta in  from  a different valley. This discovery 
came as quite a shock. [H oward and Sw inburne had retu rned  just days before Kiefer’s group 
left, and they had not yet sent their report to ITMC when Kiefer re turned— Ed.] May this serve 
as a w arning to others w ho are p lanning to scale an unclim bed m ountain : Not even the best 
local inform ation is necessarily correct. May this also serve as a rem inder to pass on climbing 
achievements to local authorities, so they can keep the record straight.

U l r ik e  K ie f e r , South Africa


