
Peak 4 ,8 6 3 m , n o rth  ridge; 
unnamed Trezubet summit, north 
ridge; Pik 5,046m, south ridge; Pik 
ca 4,800m, Sarah’s Daddy; Kyzyl 
Asker, north sum m it (ca 5,500m), 
Gladwin-Stewart Ridge. Buying 
supplies should not be the most 
dangerous part of an expedition. 
B ishkek’s roads are such th a t 
pedestrians are often forced into 
suicidal bids to cross six lanes of 
moving traffic. At least in Kyr
gyzstan getting to our base camp 
should not have been an issue, as



we were traveling in a six-wheel 
drive, 16-ton, ex-Soviet arm y 
truck. It beats donkeys and Alpac
as, or so we thought.

We got off to a bad start 
w ith  an e ig h t-h o u r  roadside  
delay caused by a puncture, flat 
spare, and ripped valve on a spare 
inner tube. I never understood 
what Sergy, the Russian driver, 
was aim ing to achieve by h i t 
ting the tire with a mallet, but it 
seemed to do the trick. Things 
then  w ent reasonably well for 
the next two days. We couldn’t 
hear each other, so no one could 
offend anyone else, and the scen
ery was becoming more dramatic. 
On leaving the last rem nants of 
a track, we crossed the plateau 
tow ard base camp. Things now 
went rapidly wrong. One second 
we were at norm al height above 
the ground  and were m oving, 
the next we were a m eter lower 
and not moving. The ground had 
turned to marsh, and the Soviet 
Beast had becom e in tim ate ly  
acquain ted  w ith it. It took 24 
hours of furious digging, chock
ing, scraping, and lifting before 
the Beast awoke from its slumber 
and regained solid ground.

We n ev e r rea ch ed  o u r  
in te n d ed  base cam p, se ttling  
instead for the m ore accessible 
Komorova Glacier. Here the six 
of us completed an array of new 
routes and explored large parts of 
the surrounding area.

On A ugust 19 Tom Bide 
and Urpu Hapuoja climbed the 
north ridge of Pik 4,863m, on the 
divide between the eastern and 
central Komorova glaciers. They



ascended scree and snow to the 
crest, before continuing for five 
ropelengths to the summit (altim
eter reading 4,920m, AD, Scottish 
2/3). They rappeled a broad cou
loir on the west face.

On the 23rd we, Graem e 
and Carl, clim bed un roped  to 
the crest o f the Trezubet Ridge 
between Piks Oleg and Jjin. After 
camping for the night on the east
ern Komorova Glacier, we gained 
the crest via east-facing snow 
slopes. We then followed the crest 
south, crossing an initial summit, 
where we found footsteps [Pik 
Niknaz, 4,957m, climbed a week 
earlier by Sally Brown’s expedi
tion, see report below], and fol
lowed the ridge to a second, high
er peak (Alpine D).

O n the 28th Tom Reilly 
and I, Carl, climbed the west face 
and south ridge of unnam ed Pik 
5,046m near the south end of the 
Ochre Walls. [This peak lies south 
of Pik Zuckerman and is clearly 
seen betw een (B) Z uckerm an 
and (C) U nm arked Soldier in 
AAJ 1999, p. 415.] After camping 
for the night on the Kyzyl Asker 
Glacier, we followed a heavily 
crevassed eastern fork to access a 
smaller glacier between the Ochre 
Walls and Pik Vernyi. We ascend
ed this, finally climbing a snow 

slope, wide gully, and mixed ground (Scottish 3/4) onto the south ridge. The crest gave two 
short sections of steep granite cracks (Scottish 5/6 mixed), before we reached the summit. It 
was a fantastic, varied route of TD/TD+.

In the meantime the other two members of the expedition, Dave Gladwin and Tom 
Stewart, had also been climbing excellent routes. They started on the 17th, with what they 
believe was a similar line to Silent Bob (DeCapio-Isaac, 2001) on the west face of Pik Gronky 
(ca 5,080m). Their route involved 400m in an ice couloir, generally WI4 but with one hard ice/ 
mixed pitch at WI5+/Scottish 6.

On the 18th the same pair climbed a new route, Sarah’s Daddy (ED2 WI5, 500m), on



the north-northeast face of the unnam ed ca 4,800m summ it between Piks Zuckerman and 
Carnovsky on the Ochre Walls. This route follows the initial big snow couloir of the 2001 
DeCapio-Isaac route, Beefcake, and the 2004 Benson-Tresidder route, Fire and Ice, until they 
fork. It then climbs the ramps of Fire and Ice, but where Fire and Ice moves out right, it con
tinues straight up steep ice to the ridge. The pair did not continue to the summit. This is the 
fifth route on the peak.

From the 24th to 26th Dave and Tom climbed the north ridge of Kyzyl Asker as far as 
the previously unclimbed north summit, which they estimate to be 5,500m. The am ount of 
climbing was 2,000m, with a height gain of 1,400m. After a five-hour approach the previ
ous day, they climbed 350m of 50° snow/ice, and then made a rightward traverse for 350m 
to reach open gullies leading up for 150m (55°) to a notch in the crest of the ridge. Here the 
main difficulties began, and they climbed at least 20 pitches to the summit. There were several 
bold leads, with technical difficulties up to UIAA VI, WI 3/4, and M6+/7. The overall grade 
was ED2/3, the crux being a very thin 10m-high crack in a granite wall—just wide enough to 
accept monopoints and picks.

After three 18-hour days they reached the north summit in a massive storm, which sub
sequently caused frostnip. On the fourth day they decided to rappel straight down the (unseen) 
1,000m west face. Using Abalakovs, they made 15 rappels in a gully onto a hanging ice field, 
under the most intense bom bardm ent of spindrift and falling ice either had witnessed. After 
traversing across the top of a serac barrier, they made a further 10 rappels down another thin, 
steep ice gully to reach the glacier, and regained the tent that day. They named the north sum 
mit Sculptura Chokursu (Sculptures’ Peak).
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