
Singu Chuli (6,501m), south-southeast face to south ridge. On November 3-4 Cas van den Gevel and I 
climbed the south-southeast face of Singu Chuli. We reached the south ridge at 6,350m but found the 
crest above so heavily fluted and corniced that we deemed it too dangerous to continue to the summit.

O ur base camp was placed at 4,500m on the approach to the normal route on Tharpu Chuli 
(5,663m) from the south-southwest. From here it took one-and-a-half days to reach the foot of the 
face. We climbed to the col on the ridge separating Tharpu Chuli from Pancha Chuli to the north, 
where we spent the night. On November 3 we followed the crest of the ridge north until it became 
steep and rocky. At this point we descended the east flank (one rappel at the bottom), crossed the 
glacier, and climbed up to the foot of Singu Chuli. Due to the middle and right side of the face 
having large seracs, we opted for a line on the left, very close to that climbed by Slovenians in 1995.

The same day we climbed the first 300m of face, bivouacking at 5,900m. The next day we 
reached the crest of the south ridge and descended to our bivouac. The route was TD/TD+ with 
ice up to 90°. From there it took two days to return to base camp, first southeast down the West

A n n a p u r n a  H i m a l



A n n a p u r n a  G l a c i e r  
and then  via the South 
Annapurna Glacier.

O ur original inten
tion  had been to repeat 
the  G h ilin i-M ac ln ty re - 
Porter route on the west 
face. H ow ever, there  is 
some uncertainty as to the 
exact location of this line, 
and the approach across 
the g lacier was h o rre n 
dously broken. D uring an 
acclim atization ascent of 
T harpu  C huli we could  
see that the south-south
east face presented much 
better conditions.

W i l l i a m  v a n  

M e e g d e n b u r g , The 
Netherlands


