
C hris Pruchnic died on N ovem ber 20 as the result o f an accident 
while climbing the All Mixed Up route on Thatchtop M ountain, in 
Rocky M ountain National Park.

A graduate o f  Franklin and M arshall College, Pennsylvania 
(w h ere  he w as b o rn ), C h ris rece iv ed  his m a s te r ’s deg ree  in 
a rch aeo lo g y  from  D enver U niversity . H is love o f  trave l and 
in te re s t in e x p lo rin g  o th e r c u ltu re s  took  him  on ad v en tu res  
touching all seven continents. He used his degree in archaeology 
to learn about history and cultures w herever he traveled, w hether 
under the ocean or high in the mountains.

It was through his work as an archaeologist that Chris came by 
the name by which many in the climbing community knew him: Haliku, Zuni for bighorn sheep. 
Chris earned the nickname through his fearlessness and love o f  climbing. Many o f  us are famil
iar with the Haliku pictogram that Chris used as the logo for his company, Haliku Adventures.
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C hris participated in and led a num ber o f  expeditions to rem ote locations to attem pt 
classic high-altitude peaks. A list o f  his clim bing exploits can be found on sum m itpost.org/ 
users/haliku/16437.

Chris described him self as mountain climber, ultrarunner, scuba instructor, world traveler, 
and student o f  life. To us he was a partner, son, brother, friend, teacher, and colleague. Chris was 
known and loved for his indomitable spirit, incredible generosity, genuine caring, impressive tal
ent, and dedication in all that he applied him self to. Chris was never known to give anything less 
than his best effort, be it a personal accomplishment or assisting others. For example, in October 
2010 he ran his first 100-mile race, the Boulder 100, and finished in eighth place.

Chris jo ined the AAC in 2003 and becam e C olorado’s Front Range Chair in 2008. Pro
fessionally, he w as M anager o f  D isaster Preparedness and Risk M anagem ent at Qwest, and 
was an A dvanced O pen W ater Instructor w ith D enver D ivers. His interests extended well 
beyond these official roles. He volunteered at m any events including the A A C ’s Exit Strate
gies conference, cooking at the Teton C lim bers’ Ranch for Iranian exchange participants, orga
nizing trips to Ouray, and co-organizing the Lumpy Ridge trail repair in October. He could be 
found at many AAC events prom oting new m em berships.

Chris embodied the concept o f  life-long learning and never passed up an opportunity for 
new experiences or relationships. He lived as he encouraged others to: “Get out and explore 
the w orld!” He took every opportunity to share his enthusiasm , experiences, and knowledge 
w ith those around him . He w as an active partic ipan t in online com m unities, w here he is 
rem em bered for his unfailing good hum or and w illingness to offer assistance w herever he 
could. He shared m any of his stories on his blog, halikuadventures.wordpress.com .

Never without plans, Chris would have gone to Romania later in November, would have par
ticipated in the Iranian-American Alpine Club exchange in Iran in June, and would have been with his 
family and friends on Kilimanjaro in October. Among his future plans was Annapurna IV; a possible 
return to Denali, which he summited in 2009; travel in South America to improve his Spanish and 
climb more extensively in Ecuador and neighboring countries; and a possible move overseas. What
ever the future was to bring, we can be sure that Chris would have filled it with adventure.

Chris was unforgettable; his indomitable spirit will live on in all those whose he touched 
and enriched by his presence. He will be missed forever and rem em bered by so many. Thank 
you, Chris, for being you and for touching our lives in the m any ways you did, for your enthu
siasm, love and unfailing support.

Chris is survived by his parents Dr. William F. and Carol Ann (Urbas) Pruchnic; brother, 
Tim othy F.; and me, his partner.
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