
Review of Accidents

N ew  Mexico Rocky Mountains. In late October 1947, tw o girl 
secretaries from  Los A lam os, Fran ces K rau ss and M ildred H artig , 
lost their lives on an icy slope of T ru ch as  P ea k  (13 ,275 ft .) , N ew  
M exico ’s highest m ountain. One was 34 years old, the other 35. 
H av in g  clim bed the peak, they w ere descending late in the after
noon to the point where horses had been left. W ith  them  w as a 
local m an w hom  they had em ployed as guide. A gain st his advice, 
one of the w om en took a shortcut across a “ w ide expanse o f ice.” 
A fter go ing only a short distance, she fell and slid several hundred 
feet dow n “ an ice-covered rock slide,” cutting her leg and head. 
T h e  party had no rope. B eing unable to m ove the injured w om an 
without one, from  the spot where she w as “ lodged just above a 
canyon,”  they m ade her com fortable as possible, and her com panion 
volunteered to rem ain w ith her w hile the guide w ent for help. T h e  
rescuers arrived shortly before noon the fo llow in g day to find the 
two crushed bodies several hundred feet below where the guide had 
last seen them alive.

Source of information: newspaper accounts.

Analysis. A lth ough  details o f this tragedy are available only 
from  newspaper accounts, several obvious points m ay be em phasized. 
A pparently the guide lacked the alpine experience to control his 
party in selecting a safe route. (It seems he w as a hunting and 
fishing guide and a horse packer experienced in the m ountains but 
not in technical c lim bing.) Presum ably the victim s had little k n ow l
edge of the m ountains. N o  experienced clim ber w ould  attem pt the 
crossing of a dangerous and extensive slope w ithout a rope. Even  a 
40-degree slope o f hard snow can be treacherously dangerous to an 
inexperienced and ill-equipped person. Furtherm ore, after in jury 
one w ould not m ove from  a secure position before the arrival of a 
rescue party.

T h e  State Police w ere called upon to effect the rescue. Before 
they found the bodies they returned to civilization to purchase 
“ approxim ately 5000 feet of rope” and other equipm ent. T h is  would 
have been an opportunity for a trained and well-organiz ed rescue 
team from  some m ountaineering organization. Pain , hunger and



exposure m ay im pel in jured  clim bers to attem pt to further their ow n 
rescue. D elay  in getting rescue personnel into the field m ay therefore 
m ean disaster.


