
General Comments

T he Com m ittee th inks it desirable, before m ak ing  specific 
recom mendations, to point out certain conditions pertain ing to 
m ountaineering in  our tim e which m ay have had unfortunate ef
fects. These comments are not based exclusively on the foregoing 
list of fatal and near-fatal accidents, but rather on a review  of all 
known accidents in 1947 regardless of outcome. Some of these con
siderations are advanced for critical exam ination in  the belief that 
if they have not a lready directly caused accidents they m ay a ll too 
easily do so in the future.

These are the m ajor factors of concern:
(1 ) T he num ber of persons interested in m ountaineering, but 

lack ing  in c lim b ing experience, has grow n vastly. T h is grow th m ay 
be due in part to the phenom enal developm ent, d u rin g  the past 
decade, of the related sport of sk iing . A  proportionate increase in 
the num ber of accidents would be logical. Indications are, however, 
that the increase has been greater than m ight have been expected.

(2 ) Solo c lim b ing appears to have spread a larm ing ly . Possibly 
some of the causes are attributable to W orld  W ar II. It has been 
said that there was a s im ilar wave of solo c lim b ing after W orld  
W ar I.

(3 ) T he alp ine tra in ing  of m ountain  troops in the A rm y 
introduced m any persons to m ountaineering. A lthough on the whole 
excellent, this tra in ing  was often so brief, and provided such lim ited  
indoctrination in leadership, that it alone could not fit a ll men for 
m ountaineering under vary ing  conditions and responsibilities. A 
period of service w ith  these troops—much of it spent, perhaps, aw a it
ing  orders in the low lands of T exas—could develop an unw arran ted  
sense of experience and overconfidence.

(4 ) Some of the younger enthusiasts, left at home during  the 
W ar when m ature rope leaders were aw ay , were denied the guidance 
necessary to sound indoctrination.

(5 ) So much spectacular publicity has been given to m ountain
eers and their clim bs that m any youngsters—and some older persons 
—see only the g lam or, and fail to perceive that real success on a 
difficult clim b connotes careful p lann ing , hard w ork, proper tech-



nique and constant attention to the principles of safety.
(6 ) D uring  the W ar, A m erican  clim bers lost im m ediate con

tact w ith  established A lp ine trad ition , w hich for m any years has had 
a salutary influence in N orth A m erica. Previously, m any A m ericans 
had received valuable indoctrination at c lim b ing centers abroad, 
from guides and from accomplished am ateurs. T he great distances 
in A m erica have hindered the effective grow th of a coordinated 
alp ine trad ition on this side of the A tlan tic . A nd now “budding 
extrem ism ,” in some sections, if not controlled, could influence ad
versely the “conservative” doctrines of our sport.


