
California, Tahquitz Rock. On 17 September Lew Himmelrich and 
Steve Himmelrich (14) had been climbing for about three hours and 
decided to come down for lunch as they were just out to practice. They 
had made two rappels and were making the third when the accident 
occurred. Steve had descended about 20 feet when the 1/2 inch nylon 
sling used as an anchor parted. This type of sling had been used on many 
other rappels and been satisfactory. He was not belayed and was not 
wearing a hard hat. He fell, sliding and tumbling about 200 feet to the 
ground. There were three people standing about 10 feet from where he 
landed and they immediately went for a litter and started first aid. One 
of the three said that it looked as if Steve had hit his head about half way 
down and was knocked out. Since most of his serious cuts and bruises, 
including the skull fracture, were on the right side it is presumed that 
they occurred at this time. He was lying on his left side at the bottom and 
it is presumed that he shattered his left ankle by landing on it. A blood 
clot developed on the brain the next evening and necessitated opening the 
skull for removal. Steve was hospitalized for three weeks and will be on 
crutches for several months.

Source: Lew Himmelrich.
Analysis: (Himmelrich) I feel that a hard hat would have prevented 

any head injuries and we almost did not climb that day because our
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ordered hard hats had not arrived. A belay should also be used, at least 
with the first person, on rappels. I have surveyed many climbers during 
the past 5 weeks and find that only a very few belay the person on rappel.

California, Banner Peak. On 3 September Jared L. Wright (26) was 
killed when he fell as he attempted to climb the peak.

Source: Newspaper clipping; Tom Jukes, Joseph T. Rodel — Forest Su
pervisor.

California, Tahquitz Rock. On 17 August, D. H. Gilbert (33) and his 
wife were ascending a relatively easy 5-pitch climb that he had led at 
least six times before. He was about three moves into a moderate lieback, 
having placed a one-inch nylon sling and carabiner for protection about 
six feet below on a solid rock outcropping, when he came off. The length 
of fall was about 12 feet. The belayer was alert, and the protection held. 
The resulting injuries mainly a scalp wound, and assorted bruises. He was 
never unconscious, so they were able to rappel to the ground without any 
problem. They then went to a physician in a nearby town.

Source: D. H. Gilbert.
Analysis: A piton could have been placed higher in the lieback, but 

most climbers do not follow this practice at this point on the climb. Of 
course, a hard hat would have eliminated the head injury altogether. I 
was not in good climbing form, generally, that weeeknd, so perhaps I 
should have considered not attempting the route at all.
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