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FALLING ROCK 
Washington, Cathedral Rock
A bout 10:30 a.m . on Septem ber 23, our party  was proceeding up to the chockstone on 
the N orthw est couloir on C athedra l Rock. I was leading the party  approxim ately 50 
feet ahead, in order to determ ine the rope-up point. I stepped on a fractured  area of 
the rock block I was moving over. W hen I rem oved my foot, a section two feet by three 
feet in size broke off and  shot dow n the couloir taking loose m aterial w ith it. T his 
section hit Anne Griffin (apparen tly  on her pack) an d  knocked her down.

Griffin was caught and  prevented from falling by M arv Olson. U pon reaching her, 
I found tha t she was stunned and dizzy but coherent. She was bleeding slightly from 
her nose, her elbow was bruised and she had  chipped a tooth. I checked the pupils of 
her eyes and  they were even. W e m ade her com fortable and treated  her for shock, 
allowing her to rest for approxim ately 45 m inutes. After resting, Griffin said she was 
all right and  would be able to walk out. W e divided her equipm ent am ong the m em bers 
of the clim bing party . I pu t her in the m iddle of a shortened rope, and  we proceeded 
down the m ou ntain  slowly.

Upon reaching the m eadow  near the trail intersection, we unroped and rested for a 
half hour and  then  started  dow n the trail, arriving at the cars a t 4:30 p.m . I checked 
with Griffin the following T hursday  after the clim b, and  she said she felt all right 
except for bruises. (Source: H u bert Favero, T he M ountaineers Accident R eport Form)
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Analysis
In retrospect, I should not have been scouting above the party. I should have realized 
th a t the loose m aterial in the lower part of the couloir had to originate from the 
fractured rock in the upper reaches of the couloir; rock th a t seems solid breaks off 
easily. I feel th a t we were very fortunate tha t there was not a very serious injury or a 
fatality due to the size of the rockfall and the confinement in the area of the rockfall. 
(Source: H u bert J . Favero, The M ountaineers Accident R eport Form )


