
SLIP ON ICE, INADEQUATE PROTECTION, BAD WEATHER
British Columbia, Rocky Mountains, Mt. Robson
G. H oldsw orth and D . M cC lung reached the top of the K ain Face on M t. Robson at 8 a.m. 
on Ju ly  21, 1979. As they reached the top of the face, w hiteout conditions prevailed reducing 
visibility to less than half a rope length, w hereupon they decided to w ait for better visibility 
before proceeding. T hey  w aited until 11 a.m ., and w ith no prospect of better visibility, they 
decided to descend. T h e  w hiteout conditions combined w ith oppressively hot w eather and an 
easterly exposure produced the optim um  conditions for release of avalanches on the face. 
T h is prom pted the decision to descend w ithout placing protection for the belays, which m eant 
that only overhead belays would be effective. Avalanches were sweeping the face during the 
descent.

A fter descending about ½ or 2/3 of the face, M cC lung slipped on the ice, could not arrest 
and took H oldsw orth and him self to the bottom of the face. M cC lung suffered a broken ankle 
which was the only in jury of im portance. H e was picked up by helicopter and taken to Jasp e r 
the following m orning. (Source: G. H oldsw orth)

Analysis
T he face should probably not have been climbed during  such w arm  w eather w ith conditions 
as they w ere— namely, wet snow covering the face, w hich made the ice in poor condition to 
accept ice screws. Secondly, descending w ithout proper protection during avalanche prone 
conditions increased the potential for accident. T h e  conditions forced too hasty a descent 
which was the m ain cause of the accident. T h e  climbers m ight have w aited until evening to 
descend, w hen it might have been possible to place proper protection. It should be noted that 
neither clim ber was w earing a hard hat. T his was luckily of no consequence in this accident, 
but could have been fatal if rocks had been struck on the fall. (Source: H . H oldsw orth)


