
FALL ON ROCK, FAILURE OF NUT, FALLING ROCK 
North Carolina, Hanging Rock State Park
T his account combines two accidents on the same route.

In Septem ber 1980, K arl Pfefferkorn (19) was climbing a route called Capitol Staircase on 
M oores W all when he fell either because he slipped or because of a falling rock. H e fell 75 
feet to the ground, landing feet first and pulling two chocks in the process. H e broke both 
ankles and two vertebrae. Both he and his rescuers credit his survival to the fact that he 
landed on his feet.

A week earlier, on the same route, M artin  W ade, a student at the U niversity of N orth  
C arolina whose home was in Yorkshire, England, fell 90 feet to his death. H e was on the last 
and easiest portion (5.4) of the climb and, in fact, was climbing w ithout protection. It is 
assum ed that he grabbed a loose rock. T h e  route is known for that. (Source: T . C. Price 
Z im m erm ann and W inston-Salem  Journal, O ctober 15, 1980)

Analysis
T h e current estimate of regular climbers in N orth  C arolina is 500 but the sport is still fairly 
new there. Colleges and organizations such as the C arolina W ilderness Institute are teaching 
climbing, and reports from them indicate a high level of interest. T he accident rate from this 
state is very low, especially considering how new the sport is there. T h e  im portant thing to 
note is that the falls which have occurred are typical of beginning climbers: protection failure, 
failure to test holds, falling from the top of a route after the climb is apparently  over, and 
rappel failure. (Source: J .  W illiam son)


