
FALL ON ROCK, FALLING ROCK, FAILURE TO TEST HOLDS, SEVERED 
ROPE, NO BELAY
Wyoming, Tetons
On August 22, 1980, Jeffrey  Burns (24) and Terence B urns (22) were attem pting a climb of 
the north ridge of Teew inot. J .  Burns led the first pitch and called to T . B urns to climb up. 
At 12:30 p.m. T . Burns was m aking a move on a three-foot-square block w hen it came loose 
and he fell. T h e  block cut one of the two 9-m m  ropes being used and T . Burns plunged 30 
feet into the moat at the edge of the gully below. Shortly thereafter, he felt the rem aining rope 
pull tau t and discovered that J . B urns had fallen 200 feet into the gully a rope length 
below.

T . Burns then climbed down to his brother, determ ined that he was dead, and climbed 
back to the valley to report the accident. T h e  Jenny  Lake R anger Station was notified at 2:30 
p.m. and four rangers were dispatched at 3:40 p.m. in the Forest Service contract helicop
ter.

T h e  rescuers arrived at the accident scene at 5:20 p.m. after climbing 1,600 feet from a 
landing site in the bowl at the base of the Crooked T hum b couloir. T h e  body was lowered 
200 feet on snow to a site suitable for sling loading under the helicopter. T h e  victim reached 
Lupine M eadows at 6:40 p.m. and the rescue team was flown out by 10 p.m.

An interview with T . B urns on A ugust 23 revealed that J .  Burns apparently  had not set up 
a belay and was continuing to climb, even though he had yelled to T . Burns to begin climb
ing. (Source: Bob Irvine, G rand  T eton N ational Park)

Analysis
A nother set of accidents w here falling rock was involved. N ote the num ber of these this year. 
T he Burns case illustrates that climbing contiguously while roped oftentimes has the same 
effect as climbing unroped— w hich is to say no effect at all. (Source: J .  W illiam son)


