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Absaroka Range

A probable first ascent of Mt. Index in N. W. Park County
was made on September 24th by G. Haas, J. Makowski, P. D.
Smith, from a timberline camp on the N. W. side. An involved
route led from the saddle connecting with Pilot Peak, and the final
150 ft. of the crumbling summit block was climbed by a chimney on
the W. face. Descent was made by the same route: reasonably
safe and the easiest that could be found.
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Wind River Range
In August last Mrs. Underhill and I made the following climbs
in the Island Lake region of the Wind River Range, Wyoming
Rockies. Camp was placed, first, about half a mile N. of Island
Lake; then, at the head of the second Titcomb Lake; and finally,
near the head of the highest lake.

Frémont Peak, S. face (first ascent). August Oth. The ordi-
nary route utilizes a S. W. buttress, while the high S. E. ridge con-
stitutes the main divide; midway between these projects a south-
erly spur. We started up a talus slope immediately E. of this spur.
The slope issued from a large gully of broken rock, which was
followed up to its head perhaps 500 ft. below the summit. This
head, as the gully swung to the right, lay upon a ridge or rib form-
ing the W. boundary of another and yet larger gully to the E., which
dropped steeply from the summit and was filled both above and
below with a bed of hard snow. Cutting across this couloir (75 ft.),
we climbed the rocks, smooth and in places fairly difficult (owing
largely to their unsoundness), of its E. border to their head upon
the S. E. ridge, two gendarmes removed from the summit. We
then traversed these gendarmes and their intervening snow cols to
the summit itself, passing at one point a rope-sling left by Hender-
son’s party of 1936, who descended this part of the S. E. ridge.
Time, 6 hours from camp near Island Lake (as against 4 hours
for the ordinary route, done a couple of days earlier).

Several variations of this route would probably be possible.
Where the first gully heads, instead of crossing or following the
second, one could perhaps climb the steep smooth slabs of the ridge
to the left (W.) directly to the summit. Due to bad rock-climbing
weather on the day of our trip (cold, wind, and the threat of snow,
which actually began to fall just as we gained the summit and con-
tinued throughout the descent), we did not even attempt this route.
One could undoubtedly start up the face at various points between
the S. W. buttress and the S. spur, instead of to the E. of the latter,
with the same possibilities at the top. However, none of these



