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German-Italian Party in Ecuador. Participants: Wiliried
Kiithn, Piero Ghiglione, Formaggio, F. Hirtz. Ascents were made
of Iliniza (5305 m.), Cayambe (5849 m.), Pailacajas (first ascents
of peaks 5100 m. and 5070 m.), Chimborazo (6310 m.), the latter
by a new route on the S. side. The party is reported to have gone
on to Bolivia for further climbing.

Later advice states that Ghiglione, Kithn and Formaggio made
the ascent of Cerro Altar on July 20th, and four days later climbed
Chimborazo. In Bolivia, Ghiglione ascended Illimani on August
13th with a Dr. Fritz, by way of the S. W. ridge. On August 26th,
Ghiglione and a German engineer named Prenn made the first
ascent of Sajama (21,500 ft.), highest mountain in Bolivia, follow-
ing the S. W. ridge. K A H
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HicuEST PEAKS IN THE ARCTIC AND ANTARCTIC

For some years Mt. Forel (11,100 ft.), climbed by a Swiss
party in 1938, was the highest known point in Greenland. In 1930
the late Gino Watkins saw from the air a group of peaks in Lat. 69°,
Long. 30°, about 100 miles S. of the head of Scoresby Sound. In
1933 the Danes, Knud Rasmussen and Lauge Koch, flew to these
mountains and photographed them. Lindbergh also flew near them
at the time. The British Trans-Greenland expedition in 1934,
triangulated the same range, now officially designated as the Wat-
kins Mountains by the Danish authorities, from a distance of 50
miles to the W. after their crossing of the icecap from the W.
coast, and calculated the highest peak, which they called The
Monarch but has since been officially named Gunnbjornsfjeld, at
about 13,000 ft. However, in August, 1935, another British party
including L. R. Wager and Longland of the 1933 Everest expedi-
tion, landed 20 miles E. of Kangerdlugssuak fjord and after a
sledge journey 110 miles inland climbed this same peak without
difficulty and found it to be about 12,200 ft. (the official Danish
figure from air and ground surveys now being 3700 m. = 12,139
ft.). Both parties carried copies of the Danish air photographs,
and the 1935 party carried also the resulting map. This peak is
now the highest known not only in Greenland but in the entire
Arctic.

There are several peaks on the Antarctic continent of about the
same height, including the volcano Mt. Erebus (13,300 ft.), near
the shore of McMurdo Sound in Ross Sea, ascended by Mawson
and others of Shackleton’s expedition in 1909; and Mt. Fridtjof
Nansen (13,000 ft. ) at the edge of the polar plateau in Lat. 85°,
Long. 168° W., approached to its base, but not ascended, by Gould’s
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party of the first Byrd expedition in 1929. The latest maps of the
Antarctic do not confirm earlier reports of peaks almost 15,000 ft.
high. Only a small portion of the Antarctic continent is yet ex-
plored.
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EquipMENT

It has recently come to our attention that the new rubber-soled
mountaineering boots developed by E. Castiglioni and V. Bramani
in 1935 have been placed on the market in Italy. Instead of the
usual smooth rubber sole, the bottom is formed into rough excres-
cences in the shape of the usual nails. Shoes with this type of
sole are reported to hold better on dry rock, especially granite,
than the commonly used crépe rubber soles of sneakers, and do not
slip on wet granite. They can be used on snow and ice, although
steps must be cut on steep slopes. For combination snow and
rock climbs it is thus possible to avoid the necessity of carrying
kletterschiihe.

At the moment of going to press we have received
word of the death of our Honorary Member, Lord
Tweedsmuir (John Buchan), Governor General of
Canada. An In Memoriam notice will appear in

the 1941 issue of the AMERICAN ALPINE JOURNAL.




