Various Notes 147

party of the first Byrd expedition in 1929. The latest maps of the
Antarctic do not confirm earlier reports of peaks almost 15,000 ft.
high. Only a small portion of the Antarctic continent is yet ex-
plored.

H. S HE TR,

&
EquipMENT

It has recently come to our attention that the new rubber-soled
mountaineering boots developed by E. Castiglioni and V. Bramani
in 1935 have been placed on the market in Italy. Instead of the
usual smooth rubber sole, the bottom is formed into rough excres-
cences in the shape of the usual nails. Shoes with this type of
sole are reported to hold better on dry rock, especially granite,
than the commonly used crépe rubber soles of sneakers, and do not
slip on wet granite. They can be used on snow and ice, although
steps must be cut on steep slopes. For combination snow and
rock climbs it is thus possible to avoid the necessity of carrying
kletterschiihe.

At the moment of going to press we have received
word of the death of our Honorary Member, Lord
Tweedsmuir (John Buchan), Governor General of
Canada. An In Memoriam notice will appear in

the 1941 issue of the AMERICAN ALPINE JOURNAL.




