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This is as good a popular history of mountaineering as any in the 
language. It is intelligently organized, reasonably accurate, and 
written with dash. Some readers may prefer the public school 
prose of Mr. Irving’s Romance of Mountaineering, but the tone of 
High Conquest, youthful and robust, is more appropriate to the 
subject.

Mr. Ullman’s first chapters deal briefly with the prehistory of 
climbing and at some length with the conquest o f Mont Blanc. The 
exploits of Empedocles, Hadrian, Philip of Macedon, of Antoine 
de V ille, Leonardo, Gesner and Simler are mentioned in passing.



For Mr. Ullman and his reader the story of mountaineering begins 
in 1786, with the first complete ascent of Mont Blanc. The usual 
date— 1854— is given for the dawn of the “ Golden Age.”  Mr. 
Ullman does not attempt to record in detail the hundreds of notable 
climbs that took place in the next decade. The leading figures of 
the period are named and the nature of their achievements sug­
gested. Next comes an account of the Matterhorn ascent and 
disaster, followed by a chapter bringing the story o f Alpine moun­
taineering forward to the present. Modern methods ( “ mechanized” 
climbing) are described, and Mr. Ullman has some pointed things 
to say o f the cult of danger fostered, chiefly, by German and Italian 
climbers, and typified by north face climbs on the Matterhorn, 
Grandes Jorasses and, most conspicuously, the Eiger.

Succeeding chapters deal with the spread of mountaineering to 
other ranges. Mr. Ullman’s method is to epitomize the history of 
a district in the story of a single outstanding ascent. Stuck’s ascent 
of McKinley, FitzGerald’s of Aconcagua, the Duke of Abruzzi’s 
expedition to the Ruwenzori, are the foci of interest in the chapters 
on North and South America and Africa. The account of Hima­
layan climbing is longer and more detailed, and an entire chapter 
is devoted to a summary of the several attempts on Everest. For 
some reason, the description of the mountains of the United States 
and Canada is relegated to the third and final division of Mr. 
Ullman’s book, which also includes a discussion of climbing tech­
nique and a valedictory on what might be called the higher values 
of climbing. The book concludes with three appendices: a Note on 
Volcanos, an altitude table of “ 100 Famous Mountains,”  and an 
extensive reading list.

Within a month of its publication last fall, High Conquest had 
been reviewed at favorable length in daily and weekly newspapers 
which seldom give much if any attention to mountaineering books. 
The reason is easily seen: High Conquest, unlike most mountaineer­
ing books, is written for non-climbers and for climbers new to the 
game, with no very extensive knowledge of its background. It is 
essentially a popularization of its subject, and it has all the qualities 
that a good popularization should have. The reader senses at once 
Mr. Ullman’s enthusiasm for his subject and quickly comes to share 
it. Mountaineering in the United States is in the development 
stage; there can be little doubt that the wide circulation of Mr. 
Ullman’s book will speed the process.E . C .


