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BRIEFER MENTION

Chamonix et le Mont Blanc, by Paul Payot and G. Tairraz. 24 pages
of text, 48 pages of illustrations. In a series entitled “Aspects de la
France.” Grenoble and Paris: B. Arthaud, 1949.

Payot is a native of Chamonix and has become the authority on the
history of the valley. In small space he presents almost everything
one wants to know, from 15 August 1091, when Aimon of Geneva
gave to the monastery of St. Michel de la Cluse the region of Mont
Blanc called “Campus Munitus,” down to the conquest of Mont
Blanc and subsequent mountaineering. Few of the great figures are
left out. Not all the great were climbers: the number of 19th-century
celebrities who visited the Montenvers alone is enough to show the
compelling attraction which this valley held for all travellers of the
time. The book will also tell you where to go and what to see, all
about the ski-lifts and téléfériques, and how it is to be there in
winter as well as other seasons of the year. Tairraz has supplied
breath-taking pictures, with English captions; and the trifling price
of the book makes it an attractive buy.

Switzerland, edited by Doré Ogrizek and J. G. Rufenacht for the
“World in Color Series.” 273 pages, with pictorial maps and more
than 200 illustrations in color, as well as monotone reproductions
of old prints. New York: McGraw-Hill Book Co., 1949. Price,
$5.00.

Beginning with a brief outline of Swiss history and the figures who
have played parts in it (Charlemagne, William Tell, Zwingli,
Charles the Bold), this book proceeds on a leisurely tour of the
cantons and cities, from Neuchitel to Ziirich. The pictorial maps,
each of which covers one canton or more, are as entertaining in their
way as the maps of Ortelius and Blaeu must have been to the traveller
of three centuries ago. With sections on regional gustatory specialties
as well as on mountaineering, this pictorial Baedeker is a book both
for the gourmet and for the climber.

Das Wallis, by Maurice Zermatten. Translated from the French by
Hans Grossrieder. 16 pages of text and 80 full-page illustrations
from photographs by Benedikt Rast. Lausanne: Verlag Jean
Marguerat, 1941. Price, $4.50.



