Various NOTES

Bagrot Valley, where they first felt they might find a route but
where avalanche danger soon made them abandon all hopes of
climbing Rakaposhi. The climbers followed the scientists to the
Baltar Glacier in the Tota-Uns Valley, which branches off from
the Hunza Valley at Chalt. Between this valley and the Batura
Glacier rise unnamed 23,000-foot peaks which the climbers com-
pared to the Chamonix Aiguilles. They had already established
their second high camp at over 20,000 feet on one of these for-
midable peaks and on June 24th were about to make a try for
the summit when severe storms forced them back to their base.
Later in the summer, they reconnoitered but failed to climb
25,886-foot Dasto Ghil. On August 5th, Martin Schliessler and
Adolph Mayer climbed a 25,250-foot unnamed mountain in the
Batura Group. Unfortunately, Dr. Karl Heckler was drowned in
a river crossing.

The Cambridge University Mountaineering Club expedition
attempted Rakaposhi in July and August. They reached over
20,000 feet before being turned back off the southwest ridge by
bad weather.

Karakoram. The German expedition headed by Dr. Karl Herr-
lichkoffer and including many of the previous year’s Nanga Par-
bat group, which left Munich on July 29th to try Hidden Peak,
returned without achieving notable results.

K2. A very strong Italian expedition under the leadership of
Professor Ardito Desio and consisting of 12 climbers, 7 of them
guides, and 4 scientists arrived in late May at their base camp at the
foot of K2 (28,253 ft.). Bad weather hindered their operations dur-
ing the first weeks of June and on June 21st they had the crush-
ing misfortune of losing Mario Puchoz to pneumonia at Camp
2 (19,000 ft.). When the weather improved, they pushed their
camps up the Abruzzi ridge along the route and in roughly the
same positions as the Americans. On July 19th, Achille Compag-
noni, Walter Bonatti, Ubaldo Rey, and Lino Lacedelli, with
Hunza porters, established Camp 7 at 25,000 feet. They fixed
about 2500 feet of nylon rope on the upper portions of the ridge.
Stormy weather plagued them while they tried to supply the high
camps. On July 29th four Italians left Camp 7 with the final
heavy loads. Although two of the group had to return, the other
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