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Gibson, with a boy whom Gibson calls Don, climbed the 18,000-foot peak
north of the pass to Harsil on the Sugnalin ridge above the Banderpunch.

Ronti. Mr. Peter Aufschnaiter and I reached the summit of Ronti
(19,895 feet) on June 15, 1955. [This was the first ascent. Editor.]
Setting out from Nanda Prayag, we ascended the Nanda Kini valley,
crossed the Humkum Gala (17,000 feet) and next ascended a pass sep-
arating Ronti from Nanda Ghunti. Just short of the summit of this pass
we set up camp on the exposed rock of a moraine opposite a prominent
snow couloir which showed avalanche tracks in the rocky south face of
the ridge connecting Ronti with Point 19,345 feet to the east. The follow-
ing day we ascended this couloir to a point about a third of the way to
the top, where we turned to the left in a snow gully hidden from the pass
below by a rocky buttress. We followed this gully and subsequent ledges
up to a snow slope leading to the crest of the above-mentioned ridge, on
which we remained for a brief distance. The climb up the snowy west
slopes of the summit peak of Ronti was somewhat complicated by a num-
ber of small hidden crevasses. We followed a slight hump of wind-blown
snow dividing the eastern from the southeastern snow slopes on this part
of the route. The climb started at 6:00 A.M. The summit was reached at
1:03 P.M. and the return to camp was made at 5:15.

GEORGE HAMPSON, Himalayan Club

Central Labul. Under the leadership of Hamish McArthur, a small
expedition consisting of Mrs. McArthur, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Solari, and
Captain and Mrs. K. Goswami, entered Spiti on July 23, 1955. From a
camp near Shitakar they made a plane table survey of the Lahul peaks and
climbed an 18,000-foot peak on the Lahul-Spiti watershed southeast of
the Kanzam La. They returned by the Balamo La to the Chandra valley.
Up a tributary valley of the Chandra they established an advance base
camp.. They climbed a 19,000-foot peak north of the glacier in this
valley. Their final ascent was Peak 20,430 shown on Map 52 H.

Kulti Glacier Basin. The R.A.F. Mountaineering Expedition to Kulu
and Spiti led by Group Captain A. J. M. Smyth attempted in late May to
reach the Bara Shigri Glacier, but heavy snows on the Rohtang Pass kept
them from their objective. They crossed the Hamta Pass to the unexplored
Kulti Glacier basin where they climbed all eight of the main peaks of the
region, which range up to 21,000 feet, including 20,340-foot Shikar Beh.

Spiti. The Cambridge University Expedition to Spiti comprised Mr. and
Mrs. P. F. Holmes, Mr. and Mrs. H. A. Lamb, Dr. R. W. Hey, geologist,



