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Club members satiated with hundreds of books on the A lps will be de­
lighted and thrilled with this one— as is attested by the redoubtable trans­
lators. It describes only the toughest climbs of them all. With shivering 
fingers and shivers down the spine the reader works his way past verglas 
and overhang, facing numbing bivouacs which culminate in a series of 
hard-won victories on six of those famous north faces that used to make 
the headlines back in the 1930s. And it is all told with a charm and a 
modesty sure to appeal. The author, certainly unique among guides, has 
gained fame from the glaciers of Annapurna to the pages of L ife, and is the 
producer of a moving picture film bearing the same title as this volume. 
Those who have met him on his recent visits to this country are to be envied.



Besides the basic fact of translation, the make-up of this book, from 
the Anglo-American viewpoint, has been greatly improved from the ori­
ginal French edition previously reviewed in these pages, AAJ, 1956. It 
also includes a substantial section, "The Beginning Climber—The Tech­
nique of Mountaineering,"  not found either in the original French edition 
or in the London edition.
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