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access to the summit slopes. By skirting the foot of the cliffs along an
icicle-threatened catwalk, we reached a short, vertical ice wall which
relaxed into a 75° ice slope and in 300 feet yielded a route through the
cliffs to the final ridge above. The summit, a fragile blade of snow, was
trodden at 1 pP.M. on July 16. Fifty feet below the summit, a slab of
rock bore a disintegrating cairn, evidence of Colonel J. O. M. Roberts’
ascent almost to a day 20 years before. The climbers, Burgess, Ashcroft
and I, rebuilt it and attached a phospher-bronze plaque bearing the initials
of the members and the date of the expedition. Meanwhile the eastern
party, Gray and Handley with Wangyal and Zangbo, had made two first
ascents by reaching the summits of the aiguilles known as the Manikaren
Spires (17,692 and 17,000 feet). Shortly after prospecting a feasible
route to the summit of Ali Ratni Tibba, they were forced to abandon it
by the onset of the monsoon. Reunited, the expedition began the with-
drawal from the mountains in monsoon conditions on July 20.

ROBERT PETTIGREW, Alpine Club
Pakistan

Mount Ghent, Karakoram. An Austrian expedition under the leader-
ship of Erich Waschak reached Base Camp on the Kondus Glacier at
13,750 feet in early May. Camp I (14,750 feet) was on the left lateral
moraine of the glacier. On May 10 they established Camp II at 17,000
feet on the slopes below the Sia La. All of the climbers crossed this pass
on May 19 to establish Raimund Heinzel and Wolfgang Axt at Camp III.
From there these two made the second ascent of c. 22,640-foot Silver
Throne. (First ascent in 1960 by Senn and Anderl. A.A4.]., 1961, 12:1,
p. 416.) Camp IV was at 22,300 feet, and it was from there that on
the fourth attempt, the successful climb of Mount Ghent (24,280 feet)
was made. Wolfgang Axt started at 2:30 A.M. on June 4 and climbed
on breakable crust to a rock ridge, which after an hour and a half’s climb-
ing turned into a snow ridge. This in turn merged into a steep slope,
covered partly by ice and partly by breakable crust. He circumvented
crevasses and séracs on even steeper snow slopes before he climbed a
gradually steepening ridge, which he finally had to turn to the right to
reach the summit at 12:30 in rapidly deteriorating weather. He was back
in Camp IV at five with his comrades Karl Ambichl and Ignaz Ober-
miiller, who had come up to support him. They had to quit after this
since their permission did not allow them to attempt peaks which could
not be reached from the Kondus Glacier.

Paiju Peak. In the late fall of 1960 Rick Litterick, my wife Courtney
and I gathered in Abbottabad, West Pakistan, to organize our visit to
Paiju Peak in the central Karakoram. Some months later the government



