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The Saber. From Sky Pond in Loch Vale one views the slender ridge of
the Petit Grepon and to the right and east of it rises a great red corner,
1000 feet high. Dean Moore and I made its first ascent on July 13 in five
hours. After climbing unroped for 300 feet, we came to the base of the
buttress proper. Finding cracks in the smooth red rock, we climbed up
25 feet, left for five and back right for 15 and over a small overhang and
a difficult slab to a foothold belay. The second lead ascended left around
an overhang to a small ledge and then up an 85° wall to a grassy terrace.
A traverse right on grassy ledges took us to a vertical crack system, which
we climbed to a separated pillar belay. The next lead of enjoyable face
climbing took us to a flat ledge, 40 feet from the corner proper. We
traversed left up a difficult crack into a chimney and finally onto a good
belay platform below a smooth overhang. We followed thin slabs left
around the overhang and climbed broken rock to the summit ridge. Several
hundred feet of unroped climbing and one roped lead finished the ascent.

LAYTON KOR, Colorado Mountain Club

Five New Routes in the Black Canyon of the Gunnison. Layton Kor
made a series of new routes, all of extreme difficulty and calling for
much direct aid, on the 2000-foot walls of the Black Canyon of the Gun-
nison. On the Painted Wall route, Kor and Jim Disney attacked a vertical
and often overhanging aréte and had to bivouac before completing the
climb. Kor describes the Porcelain Aréte, also on the north side of the
canyon and just east of the Painted Wall, as the most spectacular aréte in
the entire canyon. The route, climbed with John Kerr, took 91/ hours.
Kor also climbed the Balanced Rock Wall with Kerr, the Russian Aréte
with Larry Dalke and the Shining Buttress with Huntley Ingalls.

Lone Eagle Peak. Jay Orear and I did a new route on Lone Eagle Peak
in July. From Crater Lake the route rose straight up just northwest of the
north face until we reached the lower part of the upper buttress. There an
exposed, one-rope-length traverse led onto the buttress’s north face, which
we climbed several hundred feet to the base of the top pinnacle. A short
traverse to the east under the top pinnacle brought us to a series of pitons,
indicating that we had joined a normal route, which we followed to the

top.
°p JoHN Sorka
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Venus Needle. This very spectacular tower of crumbling sandstone is
located 17 miles northwest of Fort Defiance, Arizona, just over the New
Mexico line. In the chill of morning on November 7, Layton Kor and I
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crawled numbly out of our car and sorted hardware. The route was obvi-
ous, a crack system cutting the middle of the east face. Layton led the first
120-foot pitch, a strenuous 5.8 crack, by jamming and stemming, using
three aid pitons. The second lead was a 130-foot dihedral, accessible by a
rotten crack overhanging the belay spot. This was moderately to fairly
hard 6th class, and used virtually all bong-bongs and wide angles plus
three bolts. The last pitch goes from the summit saddle to the highest, or
south, summit and was climbed by a ladder of three bolts and a very poor
bugaboo. Local Indian legend has it that tribes had long used this spire
for target practice; the summit was supposedly festooned with arrows.
We were disappointed to find that there was barely room for a summit
register, much less any Indian artefacts.

FRANK A. MAGARY, Dartmouth Mountaineering Club

CANADA
Yukon Territory

Icefield Ranges Research Project, St. Elias Mountains. The Icefield
Ranges Research Project completed its second field season in August 1962.
Whereas the 1961 field program was devoted to reconnaissance and the
commencement of scientific study of a portion of the St. Elias Mountains,
Yukon Territory, the 1962 effort saw intensive study initiated in a number
of scientific disciplines. Study was concentrated on a broad area of snow
accumulation which includes a part of the divide between the Hubbard
and Kaskawulsh Glaciers. Scientific emphasis included the disciplines of
glaciology, meteorology and seismology, which aimed at an understanding
of factors influencing accumulation, ablation, movement and the three-
dimensional conformation of the glacier mass. In addition, periglacial
studies were carried out in the Slims River Valley and in the Shakwak
Valley at the southern end of Kluane Lake. The former sought data on
the sedimentation of a major glacial stream; the latter on the glacial geology
and geomorphology of the area. The field party was comprised of seven-
teen members representing eight institutions. In addition, the wives and
children of several members passed varying periods of time at the project
Base Camp on Kluane Lake. As in 1961, primary logistics were provided
by the project aircraft, a ski-wheel equipped Helio Courier, which flew
more than 135 missions between mid-May and early September. From a
mountaineering point of view, it is pleasant to report the second ascent of
Mount Walsh (14,780 feet) by Ueli Zysset (Arctic Institute of North
America), George Denton (Yale University), and Mr. M. E. Alford,
(Water Resources Division, Canada), on August 14. The Icefield Ranges



