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so to make sure we climbed that next day and found the height to be 5200
feet. This last mountain, the false Mount Raleigh as I think, is incon-
spicuous from the roadstead, and its cliffs, which face the glacier are not
even visible. Presumably the map has been compiled from air photographs
and the name stuck on at a venture. No ground surveyor could take this
to be the mountain which impressed itself so forcibly on John Davis.

H. W. TILMAN

Devil’s Thumb, West Greenland. Last summer I led our third Italian
Greenland expedition, consisting of Jean Bich, Antonio Carrel, Camillo
Pellissier, Pierino Pession, guide in Valtournanche, Dr. Paolo Cerretelli,
physiologist, Piero Nava and Mario Fantin, cameraman, and the Dane,
Erling Gnistrup. On our arrival by air at Sendre Strgmfjord we found
anchored our “base camp” of previous expeditions, the Italian motor-
yacht Franz Terzo. We weighed anchor on August 3 for the north, heading
for the Devil’s Thumb, a beautiful 1000-foot rock peak, first climbed in
1934 by Tom Longstaff and D. P. Baird on the northeast side. (AJ 250,
May 1935, p. 51.) Last year we got to within six miles of the Devil’s
Thumb, but sea ice did not permit our motor-yacht to anchor at Kuvdlors-
suaq Island, where the peak is located. This year we rented a whaleship
to wait for us near Holms Island, which on August 3 took us in, though
fog and icebergs complicated the passage. Early next morning we made
a reconnaissance around the peak. The Devil's Thumb is a veritable rock
thumb, like the Paine Towers of Patagonia, formed of gneiss, often very
broken. We decided for the south wall, a difficult one of 900 feet of
height. Five of us began our ascent at 1:45 P.M. on August 6. Fantin,
at the foot of the peak, filmed the ascent. We reached the top at 11:45
P.M. in the light of the midnight sun. It was a difficult ascent (Class IV-V,
10 pitons). We descended the route of the first climbers and reached camp

at 2:30 A.M. GUuIDO MONZINO, Club Alpino Italiano

Sermelikfjord, Southwest Greenland. In June and July the Austrians
Toni Diirnberger, Ernst Herzinger, and Kurt Gilg and the Germans Stefan
Rausch, Alois Hiusl, Adolph Dosch, and Karlfried Wasel climbed in the
previously unexplored mountains above the Sermelikfjord near Nanortalik.
Despite difficulties of getting to land because of pack ice, they made the
first ascents of 38 peaks of altitudes between 4250 and 6800 feet.

Swiss Spitsbergen Expedition. Hanspeter Jenni led a group of eight
Swiss, Paul Miiller, Hanspeter Ryf, Albert Fellinger, Paul Burkhard, Jiirg



