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Urus Este, Cordillera Blanca. The Germans Dettlef Leppert and Jo-
hannes Schmidt climbed Urus Este (17,782 feet) on May 14. Further
details of what they did are not yet available.

CESAR MORALES ARNAO, Club Andino Peruano

Sirijuani and Chainopuerto, Cordillera Urnbamba and attempt on Ye-
rupaja, Cordillera Huayhuash. Aided by the unlikely combination of the
Peruvian army and the Evangelical Union of South America, our Scottish
Andean Expedition set up a forward base in the Urubamba valley at Calca,
north of Cuzco, on July 3. At the head of the Quebrada Cancha Cancha,
north from Calca, lies the highest peak Saguasiray, climbed in 1963 by
the Italians (A.4.J., 1964, 14:1, pp. 217-8), which is flanked on the
north by Chainopuerto (18,954 feet*) and on the west by Sirijuani (18,375
feet). A quick sortie up this valley enabled us to climb Sirijuani, a fine
isolated ice and rock peak, from a bivouac at 15,000 feet. Kenneth Bryan
and Robin Brooks made a route up the west flank, following three ice-
fields linked by buttresses, while Norman Tennent and Robin Chalmers
approached by the more continuous rock of the south ridge. Both parties
gained the summit within half an hour of each other on July 9. On July 16
from a base camp in the Huacanhuayco, farther east, Bryan and Donald
Bennet climbed Chainopuerto by the southeast flank. From a camp at
15,500 feet they gained the northeast ridge of Saguasiray and {ropped
down into a final icefall which they crossed to gain the steep south ridge
up the final 1000-foot cone of the mountain. Cornices prevented them
from traversing the last 200 feet of the virtually horizontal ridge. The
next day Bennet, Jock Anderson and I climbed the 18,000-foot snow peak
between Saguasiray and Chainopuerto, while Bryan and Dr. Evelyn Mc-
Nicol ascended a small fluted peak (17,060 feet) on the cirque above
Huamachoque. An attempt on the west ridge of the Padre Eterno in the
Verénica group was defeated by impenetrable scrub on the lower slopes,
and a further attempt on the northeast flank from the Quebrada Cosnaniti
on July 25 and 26 was turned back when 15 inches of snow fell in one
and a half days. Meanwhile Bryan, Bennet, Chalmers, Dr. McNicol and
Betty Stark moved a few miles east to the northern slopes of Huacratanca.
From camp at 14,750 feet they easily climbed the northwest peak of
Huacratanca (17,060 feet), but time prevented traversing to and making
the second ascent of the higher southeast summit (17,717 feet). The last
climb in the region was a traverse of Chucucullani (16,400 feet) by
Bryan and Bennet; a cairn on the west peak testified to an ascent by an
earlier, but unknown party.

m_x:s from 1:100,000 map of Instituto Geogrifico Militar, Lima of 1964. This tallies

with our aneroid readings. Other altitudes in region were taken by aneroid. (It seems that
previous altitudes here were thus all about 100 meters too low — Editor.)
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The expedition travelled 1000 miles from Calca to Chiquiin by truck,
and after a three-day march reached Caruacocha on August 16, just as a
fortnight of bad weather commenced. A direct route to the foot of the
northeast buttress on Yerupaji (21,759 feet) was made by fixing ropes
on an intermediate 1000-foot rognon, but thereafter the route was deemed
too dangerous as it had to cross an extremely unstable icefall. Camp II
was finally placed at 17,000 feet and the position used to study other
possible routes. The easterly spur of the buttress falls to a col, above which
rises Peak 5660 (18,570 feet). This peak would ordinarily present few
difficulties, but the mild condition of the wet season completely softened
formerly good snow; though a rock route, which involved a short 20-foot
overhang surmounted by artificial aid at 17,700 feet, brought us onto its
difficult snow and rock summit ridge, we turned back when the lead
man’s ice axe broke. The weather never again permitted access. However
it was fairly certain that no practical route to the summit of Yerupaji lay
that way. From the east side, the best chance remains the northeast spur
of the eastern ridge, which will not be easy, though it is not excessively
steep. The route is capped by two ice roofs, and then at 19,500 feet the
difficulties really commence: almost a mile of ice ridge with two enormous
breaks. Yerupaja from this side remains a stupendous mountaineering
problem. We returned to Chiquidn on September 2.

MALCOLM SLESSER, Scottish Mountaineering Club

Second Argentine Expedition to the Cordillera Huayhuash. This group
was sponsored by the Federacién Argentina de Esqui y Andinismo. The
first Argentine expedition to this region had, in 1958, been the first to
reach Yerupaji’'s south summit (21,378 feet) at the cost of severe frost-
bite. The group this year hoped to climb the difficult west face of Yerupaja,
which rises in some 2750 feet from the Glaciar TAM to the ridge between
the main and south summits, and to climb on to the main summit (21,759
feet), which had been reached only by Maxwell and Harrah in 1950.
(A.A.C., 1951, 8:1, pp. 22-32.) At the same time they would reconnoiter
the Rasac and Tsacra chains and study the breaks in the moraine dams of
Lakes Solterahanca, Jahua and Rasac. The members were Jorge Peterek,
José Luis Fonrouge and Carlos Comesafia of the Centro Andino Buenos
Aires and Anselmo Weber, Antonio Bachmann and Manolo Puente Blanco
of the Club Andino Bariloche. Supplies were carried from Chiquidn to
Base Camp on Jahuacocha. Since time was short and they had no porters,
they decided to divide; Peterek and Weber headed for Yerupajd, Fonrouge
and Comesafa were to reconnoiter, and the other two carry out the
scientific work. The first try on Yerupaji was carried out on June 17 and



