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natural avenues have now been preempted by the twenty-two existing
routes.
LeigH N. ORTENBURGER

Mount Owen, Northwest Face. It is a characteristic of mountains and
their climbers that routes are developed most extensively on the side offer-
ing the easiest approach. This would seem to be the principal explanation
for the unclimbed status of the northwest face of Mount Owen as late
as 1965. This major, terraced face rises from the lower Valhalla Canyon
to the last large tower on the north ridge of Mount Owen. It is bounded
on the right (south) by Serendipity Aréte and on the left (north) by
the Northwest Couloir, the deep chute which defines the northwest ridge
and separates the Great Yellow Tower from the remainder of the north
ridge above. It was August 4 when Herbert Swedlund and I set out to
try this face, which we had studied during a previous ascent of the
northwest ridge of the Grand Teton. Leaving in the eatly afternoon of
the 3rd, we crossed the cold Cascade Creek and struggled past the bush to
the entrance to Valhalla Canyon. In order to establish as high a bivouac
site as possible, we took the snow-filled couloir just to the right of the
main Northwest Couloir to pass the first small cliffband onto the first
talus/scree slope. We leveled a more or less comfortable site near the
base of the prominent waterfall in the cliffband above. Starting at the
first light in the morning this cliffband was found to be easy (F3) via
the rock between the waterfall and the Northwest Couloir. The next scree
slope was crossed to the small buttress which led to the beginning of the
main wall. The first serious pitch led up steep slabs to the right to a
chimney, whose left wall yielded access to further slabs leading back to
the left. Scrambling and easy climbing up and left then took us to a
large ledge cutting horizontally across the face. We traversed right on
this ledge until about 100 feet past the large, obvious jamcrack which
can be seen from the valley floor as the only break in this portion of
the face. The next pitch involved a hand traverse back left to the crack
which was climbed (F6) to a large ledge leading up to the right. A short
chimney at the right end of this ledge (F5) took us onto the final large
ledge below the upper wall. The immense, yellow flake which we saw
above this ledge as we traversed along it to the south was not attempted
although there is a recess behind it. Instead we continued along this ledge
until a moderate vertical chimney was found in black rock. This proved
deceptive since the first 50 feet were indeed moderate but near the end
of the long rope-length the climbing became a strenuous F6. At this point
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a series of ominous black clouds, accompanied by distant sounds of
thunder, urged us to take the quickest route to the summit, rather than
continue the climb on the original face. So with all possible speed we
traversed right out to the Serendipity Aréte and reached the summit by
that route. It appears that there were two or three pitches of climbing
remaining on the face when we traversed out onto the ridge from the
top of the final chimney. The climb, while on a major face of one of the
finest Teton peaks, does not have any outstanding characteristics. The
rock proved to be good to excellent in spite of its northwest aspect. If
the flake alternative would go, the climb might be very exciting indeed;
as it was it could be rated III, F6.
LeiH N. ORTENBURGER

Manless Climbing. An otherwise ordinary season in the Tetons was
enlivened by the success of two new manless climbs of the Grand Teton.
On August 3 Sue Swedlund and Irene Ortenburger climbed the Under-
hill Ridge, Buckingham variation, for the third manless route on this
famous mountain. Thirteen days later this same pair carried to com-
pletion an ascent of the direct north face, perhaps the most difficult
manless climb yet made in this country.

Mount Ouwen, First Winter Ascent. The astonishingly short list of
successful winter climbs in the Tetons was lengthened significantly on
December 19 and 20, when the first winter ascents of Mount Owen
were made by a group from the Wasatch Mountain Club and the Ogden
Steinfiels: Tom Stevenson, George Lowe, Mike Lowe, Steve Swanson,
Lenny Nelson, and Jon Marsh. A reconnaissance climb on November
13 to the Owen-Teewinot ridge showed that the couloir east of the
regular Koven couloir would probably provide a route with least ava-
lanche danger, although it implied a traverse of the East Prong, not a
simple task even in summer. On December 17 the party of six departed
from the Jenny Lake area at eleven A.M. on skis, reaching Surprise Lake
for the first campsite without problems. The next morning under clear
sunny skies they tackled the first difficulty, the traverse under the north
face of Disappointment Peak. The initial cable area was protected by
placing a fixed rope through a piton plus a karabiner on the cable
itself, allowing the climbers to make the traverse by removing their
skis even though four to five feet of snow covered the rocks. The Teton
Glacier was then reached with no further difficulty other than that of
breaking the trail in variable snow. Enough time remained to examine
the two couloirs. The Koven couloir was chosen since the snow condi-



