
Peru—Cordillera Blanca
Huascarán Norte, North Face. Our expedition, set up by the Himalayan 

Committee of the Fédérat ion Française d e  la Montagne,  left Paris on June 
9 with the north face of Huascarán Norte (21,834 feet) as our objective. 
The expedition was composed of Lucien Bérardini, Georges Payot, Robert 
Jacob, Claude Jaccoux, Dominique Leprince-Ringuet, Fernand Audibert, 
Yannick Seigneur, Dr. Guy de Haynin and myself as leader. W e reached 
Base Camp on June 14 at 13,125 feet above the eastern end of the magnifi
cent lower Llanganuco Lake after a very simple approach, mostly by truck. 
The north face of Huacarán Norte is bounded right and left by tortuous 
ridges with impressive cornices. The center is concave; the bottom third is 
smooth and nearly overhanging and a veritable hell of falling rock, but on 
the right there is an enormous spur, which seemed to offer a route. Both 
Payot and Jacob succumbed to respiratory ailments and had to be evacuated 
to the lower altitude of Yungay.* At dawn on the 18th Audibert and

*T h is account has u n fo rtunate ly  had to be g reatly  condensed from  the au th o r’s o r ig in a l version. 
From  the sym ptom s described, it  w ou ld  seem that both suffered from  h igh -a ltitu d e  pu lm onary 
edem a from  such a rap id  rise to th is a ltitud e . See A .A .J., 1 9 6 5 , 1 4 :2 , pp. 3 6 3 -3 7 2 .— E d ito r .



Leprince-Ringuet left Base to climb the slopes towards the glacier that gives 
access to the north face. On the eleven o’clock radio schedule, the former told 
me that they had found a well sheltered spot for Camp I at 17,000 feet. 
This same pair was first able to occupy Camp I on the 20th. Reconnaissance 
above had already shown a way onto the broken glacier that protects the 
access to the wall. On the 24th these two were to start fixing ropes on the 
bergschrund. As I ascended towards Camp I, I decided to try to make 
radio contact and was surprised to hear Leprince-Ringuet’s voice. He was 
descending from Camp I for help, since Audibert had slipped at the schrund 
and was seriously hurt in a 300-foot fall, with a broken collar-bone and a 
massively bruised thigh. Fernand was lost to us for the expedition. On 
the 29th we were back up again in Camp I and left to push the route 
higher. In great form, Seigneur attacked the first rather steep, rock-swept 
snow slopes above the schrund and also fixed ropes. Soon we were skirting 
the first rocks, where at 18,375 feet an overhang protected us from rock- 
fall and let us breathe more easily. The steepening rock was very rotten 
and we had to take precautions. W e reached 18,700 feet that day before 
descending the route, now completely covered by fixed rope. On July 1 
Bérardini, Leprince-Ringuet and Seigneur were by ten o’clock already above 
our high point of two days before, heading for a tormented ridge which led 
to an enormous spur, soon called the "Pear.” On the radio they pointed out 
that the terrain was difficult and unstable. They left their loads at the base 
of the "Pear” with ropes fixed to 19,350 feet. On July 2 Jaccoux, Jacob 
and I climbed along the fixed ropes. It would be work to construct a plat
form for two tents at 18,850 feet, but we had no choice. Jacob began to 
terrace, while Jaccoux and I first followed the fixed ropes and then pushed 
the route higher. After a day of snowfall, on July 4 Bérardini, Seigneur, 
Payot and Leprince-Ringuet headed up to sleep at Camp II. On the 5th, 
loaded like mules, Jaccoux, Jacob and I climbed up to meet the rest as they 
descended from above. They had prepared the first third of the "Pear.” 
The incessant noise of rockfall inspired Bérardini to call Camp II "Verdun.” 
The next morning three hours above camp at the end of the fixed ropes we 
found ourselves under a yellow overhang that ran nearly around the "Pear.” 
Spying a route to the left I moved with great caution until the climbing 
became somewhat easier. At the top of the "Pear” at 20,500 feet we found 
a small platform for a single tent sheltered by a huge block. That would be 
Camp III. On July 7 Bérardini, Seigneur, Payot and Leprince-Ringuet left 
Camp I, hoping not to return before reaching the top. Luck was against



Dominique, who was struck by a fair-sized rock, and he had to return to 
Camp I. He was able to join Jacob, Jaccoux and me when we set out for 
Camp II on the 8th. A radio contact told us of the arrangement at Camp 
III that night. The single tent held two, the lower man carefully tied in 
place with ropes. The other would bivouac as best he might on a spot 
smaller than a chair. The next day we arrived at Camp III just before the 
others returned from above. They had prepared some very difficult leads, 
especially on ice. On July 10, Jacob, Jaccoux, Leprince-Ringuet and I were 
away early and at the upper end of the fixed ropes at dawn. A traverse left 
seemed the most reasonable route. Jaccoux led with me on his rope. After 
several not too difficult rope-lengths, he reached a ledge which led us 100 
yards across the face. Finally we were at the base of the slabs, directly below 
the summit, which was about 1000 feet above. The slabs were of mag
nificent granite, solid and in places overhanging, crowned by a 200-foot- 
high cap of ice, which would lead to the summit snow slopes. Jaccoux led 
with extraordinary skill. Solidly belayed, I climbed these rope-lengths, 
which were of Grade VI. Finally, as we fixed the last rope we had with us, 
we reached the ice. Towards the left an ice slope let us slab around the 
icecap. Ice axe and crampons paved the way up the 200-foot slope above 
that terribly impressive empty space. Then easy snow slopes, and we were 
on top. It was five P .M .  Scarcely were we back at the first fixed rope when 
night fell. Happily we had this continuous line to follow. At nine P .M . we 
rejoined Seigneur, Bérardini and Payot at Camp III. (Space prevents con
tinuing this interesting account. Seigneur, Bérardini and Payot climbed the 
next day, the 11th, and reached the summit at eleven A .m . Meanwhile the 
others descended. At more or less the moment the second group got to the 
top, Leprince-Ringuet was struck by rockfall as he was shifting his descend
ing ring from one fixed rope to another and hurled down the cliff. His 
body was never recovered. — Editor. )
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