
T he Innom inate, East Face, B ighorn Mountains. Doug Leen, Roger 
Johnson and I camped in Penrose Canyon, as advised in Bonney’s guide, 
and then set out on July 21 to climb the hitherto untouched east face, the 
longest on the peak, which is probably the most difficult summit between 
Cloud Peak and Black Tooth. Unexpected hard ice forced us to cut many 
steps, as we had not brought crampons. Tricky rock climbing, one short 
leader fall on my part from a loose handhold, and then a difficult, icy 
chockstone all contributed to delays. Having no bivouac gear, we voted



to leave in place two ropes and to complete the climb the following day. 
A number of rock pitches, first easy and then increasing in difficulty and 
looseness, eventually brought us to the ridge crest south of the unclimbed 
south tooth of the summit formation. With some aid, after excellent 
schistose cracks we reached its top just at twilight. We had used 37 pitons 
and 4 bolts on this probably Grade-IV climb. After descending the rocks 
of the west side, we spent the entire night tramping around in an effort to 
get back to camp; three rappels in the dark on the north side of a windy 
pass were unpleasant. After 29 hours on the move, we were back in camp.
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