
India  — - Himachal Pradesh (Punjab)

Papsura, Kulu. Nearly thirty years ago Colonel J. O. M. Roberts made 
one of his characteristic sallies to the head of the Tos Nullah, a tributary 
valley of the great Parbati system, and made the first ascent, among others, 
of White Sail on the northwest end of the Kulu-Lahul-Spiti divide. Its 
immediate shapely neighbor to the northwest, named by Roberts Papsura 
(21,165 feet), remained unreconnoitered until in 1965 our expedition 
explored its western approaches. ( A.A.J., 1966, 15:1, pp. 195-6). The 
1967 British Parbati (Kulu) Expedition consisted of J. E. Ashburner, C. J. 
Henty, G. Hill, M. J. Payne, C. Pritchard and myself as leader. High- 
altitude porters were Ladakhi Wangyal and Sherpa Pasang Lakpha. 
Coolies from Malana and Manali assisted us to establish and strike Base 
Camp and to evacuate me. The direct approach to our objective via 
the Parbati and Tos nullahs was ruled out by political restrictions. The 
alternative route meant a long haul up the precipitous Malana Nullah, 
eventually crossing into the upper Tos Nullah by the arduous Pass of the 
Animals (15,025 feet). Commenced on May 3, this diversion was 
costly both in time and energy. By the middle of May we were encamped 
at 14,000 feet near the junction of the East Tos Glacier with its 
tributary, the Papsura Glacier, but a severe period of bad weather delayed 
ferrying operations for ten days and frequently buried the tents. The first 
assault by the eastern couloir of the south face, starting at midnight on 
May 30, reached the summit ridge at over 20,000 feet, but further progress 
to the southwest was denied by an overhanging ice boss on the prominent



gendarme between the top of the couloir and the summit. During the 
descent, at midday, my rope of three lost its footing and slid down 1500 
feet at high speed. Our fall terminated abruptly in the bergschrund. I had 
sustained a dislocation of the left hip but the other two were unhurt. I 
was carried on an improvised stretcher to the Assault Camp at 17,000 feet. 
Since further evacuation was beyond the strength of the party Ashburner 
and Pasang Lakpha were dispatched with all speed to Manali to recruit 
additional manpower. A stretcher party of paharis (hillmen) was organ­
ized by Deana Pettigrew, equipped by Sirdar Wonghi of the Sherpa 
Institute, and set off from Manali within 24 hours of the call-out. Mean­
while, on June 3, Hill and Pritchard made the first ascent of Papsura by 
the western couloir of the south face and the long summit ridge from the 
northeast to emerge on a mountain top as broad as a cricket pitch. The 
climb was made hazardous by the sudden onset of bad weather during 
the descent. My evacuation began seven days after the accident and was 
of eight days’ duration.
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