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George Bloom, Ray Jewell, and I completed the first winter ascent of the
direct north buttress on Mount Morrison. The first day’s climbing, mostly
F7, was the most challenging. The holds were small, the cracks few, the
rock rotten, and the rockfall frequent. Hardhats are recommended. Soft
iron pitons seemed to secure better in the brittle rock than the chrome-
molly pitons. Nightfall the first day found us on top of the crux of the
climb, the headwall, a 60-foot overhanging wall. The lead ropes were used
by Les Wilson to lead this A3 pitch up the two brittle cracks. We spent the
night in belay seats, slings, and tied to small steps. The second day, above
the wall we climbed toward the obvious rusty chimney. After ascending
the chimney, we rappelled down the other side into a couloir, climbed up
to the ridge and along the ridge to the summit. Cold clear weather was
enjoyed on the two-day climb. NCCS IV, F7, A3.

TED HAMM, JR., Unaffiliated

Stonehouse Pinnacle, Stonehouse Peak, Trinity Alps. During the late
spring, Frank Yager, Bill Griffin, and I hiked seven miles up to Lower
Canyon Creek Lake in the Trinity Alps to climb a 1000-foot pinnacle on
Stonehouse Peak. Our route followed the most prominent dihedral for
eight pitches of mixed climbing and required a bivouac. We found the
granite almost as good as Yosemite’s and we recommend the Trinity Alps
for enjoyable rock climbing. NCCS III, F7, A2.

BRUCE PRICE, Unaffiliated

“White Elephant”, Southwest Face, Joshua Tree National Monument.
With some probing we found a long face, almost four pitches, in a large
formation east of the main campground, which we dubbed the “White
Elephant”. The ascent was made on February 7 by Brian Gochoel and me.
The entire ascent was free and on good rock with a maximum of F8 on the
last pitch to the summit.

FRED BECKEY

California-Yosemite

The Prow, Washington Column. Call me Glen Denny. In June, I was
near Dinner Ledge on the Washington Column. All day I had been
watching Robbins and Mike Covington chipping away at Royal’s latest
pipe-dream: a new route up the smooth face between the south and east
faces of the column. They had started the previous afternoon, climbing
300 feet to reach a ledge for the night. Someone had placed a bomb in



