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Pass in the northern Cascades were all more hospitable in their weather,
and sunshine was plentiful.

Climbing school, an old institution with The Mazamas, steamrolled
through the year with great momentum. Roy Kinzie headed the Basic
Climbing School, which enrolled 395 and graduated 146 people. Ed
Johan’s Intermediate School enrolled 71, graduating 20, while Advanced
School under Charles Jensen and Jack Henry graduated six of the 36
people who enrolled. The 1970 Basic Climbing School will be under the
leadership of Dick Laird. Great changes are being considered. Although the
school is not publicized in any way, the enrollment limit of 400 is always
strained. Many basic students quickly decide that mountaineering is not
really their field. However, as they are already registered in the course,
they complete it and then drift away into trail hiking or backpacking. It is
believed that registration after the first lecture will divert a good many,
thus assuring the remaining diehards a better concentration of instruction
than has been available before. Such a change will probably lead to a
backpack and camping school, similar to that run by The Mountaineers.
Here in the Pacific Northwest the backpack is an integral part of most
climbs because few of them are made directly from the car.

In international alpine activity Ed Johan joined the Iowa Mountaineers
in Peru to climb Huascardn and several lesser Andean peaks. Al Coombs
and Jack Henry led one expedition to the base of Mount Everest; Luther
Jerstad led another. Thyrza Pelling and Hank Lewis were members of these
trips.

John Salisbury succeeded Chad Kar as president of The Mazamas. Don
Eastman stays for another year as chairman of the Climbing Committee.

JACK GRAUER

The Mountaineers. Most of the formal climbing activity in The
Mountaineers is centered on the climbing courses that the club has been
conducting since the early 1930’s. A basic course is presented for those
who have limited experience in the mountains and is designed to provide
novices with the information, skills, and experience to qualify them to do
moderately difficult climbing on rock, snow, and glaciated peaks. Club
members who have graduated from the Basic Course or who have other
suitable credentials are eligible for the Intermediate Course where more
advanced techniques and leadership are stressed.

Because of the Climbing Committee’s feeling that the Basic Course was
being somewhat diluted by the presence of many people whose interest
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was restricted to the non-technical portions of the program, a third course,
which was dubbed “Alpine Travel”, was initiated in 1968. Fundamentals
of general mountaineering appropriate to the Northwest mountains are
covered, including choice of equipment, navigation, safety, cooking,
geology and botany. An ice-axe practice is also required because of the
almost year-round presence of snow at the higher elevations in the Cascade
and Olympic ranges. Two years of experience with the Alpine Travel
Course has proven that there was a demand for a program of this nature
and that the climbing courses were improved by providing an outlet for
those whose interest stopped short of technical climbing.

In the 1969 Basic Climbing Course 272 mountaineers enrolled and 147
graduated. In the five-year Intermediate program, 290 were active and 15
completed all requirements in 1969. Only 39 of the 146 enrollees in the
Alpine Travel Course completed the requirements with the majority of the
drop-outs indicating that they were satisfied with what they had learned
from the lecture portion of the program.

Eighty-nine credit climbs for the Basic Climbing Course were scheduled
and 82 were successfully completed. Of these, 12 were rated as glacier
climbs, 32 as rock climbs, 13 as combination rock and glacier climbs, and
25 were unclassified. Summits were reached on 12 of the 19 Intermediate
Experience climbs that were scheduled. The fall of the rope team on the
Emmons Glacier on Mount Rainier during a Basic Experience climb
resulted in the death of two students and serious injuries to a third. A
lengthy investigation and critique of the incident are now being com-
pleted. Twenty-one non-credit recreation climbs were sponsored by The
Mountaineers and 13 were completed with an average participation of
eight club members. The Little Yoho Valley in the Canadian Rockies was
chosen as the base for the 1969 Climber’s Outing. A number of climbs in
the area were done by small groups from among the 75 people who
attended. Despite the large numbers of people enrolled in climbing
programs sponsored by the club and the numerous climbs that are
included in the formal schedule, there is little doubt that the bulk of the
climbing done by Mountaineers is unrecorded. While most Climbing
Course graduates give their time freely to provide instruction and
assistance for subsequent courses, most also feel that, having gained the
“freedom of the hills” from the training they have received, they prefer to
do their serious climbing independently with families and friends. That
they have the qualifications to do so is, of course, the aim of The
Mountaineers’ climbing course program.

JACK TITLAND, Chairman, Climbing Committee



