
California M o u n t  St. Elias Expedition.  A rriv ing at K luane Lake on 
June 9, Bill Feldm ann, D avid G ladstone, R ichard  M ay, C harles Ringrose,



T im othy T racey and I had by June 13 been landed by ski-wheel plane at 
a Base C am p at the junction  of the Jeannette  and Sew ard G laciers (6200  
fee t) , had carried  supplies to Jeannette  Col and arranged  tw o airdrops 
on the N ew ton side. Follow ing the route of the 1971 H all party , we 
ascended the five-mile snow slope to Jeannette  Col (9000  fee t) , then 
descended steep snow on the south side to set up C am p I at 8000 feet on 
June 13. (T o avoid cliffs, route of descent begins several hundred  feet 
southeast of the low poin t of the Col, drops stra igh t fo r the first 600 feet—  
fixed rope w ould be helpful— then goes right diagonally  dow n to the 
g lacier.) A fter som e bad w eather, C am p II was established on June 17 
by ou r first aird rop  at 7000 feet. F ro m  here, we descended to the N ew ton 
G lacier (6000 feet) by passing directly  below the ridge extending sou th
west from  M ount Jeannette  and continued up the N ew ton to place C am p 
III in the upperm ost icefall at 7500 feet on June 20. T hen , unable to 
find a rou te  th rough  above this point, we re trea ted  to 7000 feet and 
ascended the glacier betw een the east and southeast ridges o f St. Elias, 
setting up C am p IV  at 8700 feet on June 21. F rom  this cam p, we crossed 
the east ridge and descended to the m ain N ew ton  about ha lf a mile 
above the upper icefall, w here on June 25 we recovered our second 
a ird rop  (8600  fee t) . T he only obstacle on this rou te  was a 30-foot icy 
overhang on the no rth  side of the ridge, w here it was necessary to place 
a fixed rope for clim bing and hauling  packs. On June 26, passing through 
the avalanche danger zone o f the upper N ew ton  basin betw een m idnight 
and fou r A .M . (tim e o f least a c tiv ity ), we carried  cam p and five-days’ 
food up steep snow slopes and through an in tricate  crevasse field to 
Russell Col w here C am p V was set up (12 ,300  fee t) . A fte r w aiting out 
a th ree-day storm , all six expedition m em bers reached the sum m it of 
M ount St. Elias (18 ,008  feet) on June 30 via the A bruzzi R idge route 
in a 23-hour round  trip  clim b from  the Col. W e descended from  Russell 
Col on July 1, again traveling by night th rough  the avalanche area  and 
after clim bing the fixed rope and hauling packs up the overhang, d ropped 
dow n to a cam psite at 7000 feet. T hen, in continuing good w eather, we 
crossed Jeannette  Col and re tu rned  to Base C am p on July 3; we w ere 
picked up by our glacier pilot the next day.
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