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at the top of the Second Step by 9:30. Above there it was hard but
steady work until they were some 200 feet below the top; perpendicular
ice forced them to a 100-foot detour. They then climbed a rock step
and finally reached the summit at 2:30 P.M. Peking time (12:30 local
time). There can be no doubt about this ascent of the Chinese. They
mounted a 10-foot-high, red survey pole, which was found by Dougal
Haston and Doug Scott four months later; it was more deeply banked
by snow and the red paint had been etched away by the wind.

Pumori, Southwest Ridge. Our expedition was composed of Philippe
and Marie Odile Bernardin, Alain Boissy, Jean Clemenson, Philippe de
Nuncques, Alain Robert, Gérard Siguele, my wife Claudine and me as
leader. The southwest ridge route, which compares to the Innominata
route on Mont Blanc on its rock and mixed parts and to the north face
of Les Courtes on its ice, was opened by the Japanese in 1974. We left
Lukla on March 27 and set up Base Camp on April 3 at 17,550 feet
on the moraine below Pumori. On the 6th, after climbing the moraine,
we fixed ropes up an S-shaped snow couloir of 45° which led to vast
snow slopes, and looked for a site for Camp I. After several days of
ferrying, we established Camp I on April 11 under an overhang at
19,700 feet on the right side of a very steep couloir, 650 feet below
the ridge crest. Complicated by bad weather, twelve days were needed
before installing Camp II on April 23 at 21,325 feet. The first part of
this section followed an almost horizontal snow-ridge traverse for 1300
feet before we gained the rock steps which constituted the continuation
of the route; we then climbed a 650-foot rock wall above which a snow
slope led to a tiny platform at its top, where we could pitch a single
tent as Camp II. It took five days of route-preparation to establish Camp
III on April 28 in a crevasse at 22,150 feet. In this section we climbed
a snow wall and a rock step to gain the steep snow of the north face
in order to get onto the ridge. On April 28 Claudine, de Nuncques,
sirdar Mingma Tsering and I left Base Camp for the final assault. On
April 30 Claudine and I left Camp II at two A.M. while de Nuncques
and the sirdar left Camp III at four. Above Camp III we all climbed
two difficult rock steps to gain a lacy ridge of bad snow which ended
in a 1000-foot, 60° to 65° triangle of hard snow which led to the crest
of the snow ridge of the south face. Finally gentler slopes led to the
summit, which we reached at 1:30 P.M. While descending on May 1
between Camps II and I we met Philippe Bernardin and the Sherpa Ang
Kami on the way to Camp II; they hoped to climb to the summit the
next day. On May 2 we last saw the pair when at 1:30 about 500 feet
from the top they were hidden by clouds. On the 3rd we searched in
vain for them with strong field glasses. At four P.M. Clemenson and
de Nuncques set out for Namche Bazar to request a helicopter search
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and made the three-day trip in 13 hours. It was bad weather on the 4th.
On the Sth a thorough reconnaissance by helicopter revealed no trace
of the missing climbers. Meanwhile two Sherpas had climbed on both
May 3 and 4 to Camp III and told us they found no signs of our friends.
Doubtless they had gone astray in the bad weather and fallen 4000 feet
down the face. Further search on foot and by helicopter revealed
nothing.

JEAN LESCURE, Groupe de Haute Montagne

Kwangde. A Nepalese expedition to the Everest region was led by
Kumar Khadga Bikram Shah, President of the Nepalese Mountaineering
Association. They were accompanied by a Japanese television team.
They had originally hoped to climb Karyolung but called this off after
establishing on that mountain Camps I and II at 16,100 and 18,700 feet
on October 2 and 9; they found they would have to climb intervening
peaks to reach the top. Camps I and II on Kwangde were set up at
16,400 and 18,750 feet on October 13 and 15. On October 17 Lhakpa
Tenzing, Sonam Gyalzen, Shambhu Tamang and Sona Hisi reached
the summit (19,997 feet) on October 17.

KaMmaL K. GuHA, Himalayan Club

Mera. French climbers, Marcel Jolly, G. Bang, L. Honnilh, L. Li-
marques, with Ang Lakhpa and two other Sherpas climbed Mera (21,120
feet) in the Khumbu region on October 29, 1973. They climbed steep
glacial slopes on the north. In 1953 Colonel Jimmy Roberts and a Sherpa
had climbed high on the mountain but stopped just short of the summit.

Jugal Himal. Carla Maverna and Irene Affentranger climbed Jugal
Himal in October.

Mario FANTIN, Club Alpino Italiano

Parchamo, Rolwaling Himal. On October 14 Cosimo Zappelli, Gio-
vanni Martinelli, Carlo Buzzi and Alberto Rauzi climbed Parchamo (20,-
577 feet) above the Teshi Lapcha pass.

Manaslu. Jerénimo Lépez Martinez, Gererdo Blazquez Garcia and
the Sherpa Soman reached the summit of Manaslu (26,760 feet) on
April 27. They had made the sixth ascent of the mountain and the
third from the east. The Spanish expedition, led by Jaime Garcia Orts,
had set up Camps I (16,000 feet), II (18,700 feet), III (21,325 feet),
IV (23,000 feet) and V (24,600 feet) on March 31, April 1, 2, 21 and
24 respectively. On the plateau near the top the three passed a dead



