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Salcantay, East Ridge. Our original objective had been the formida-
ble south face of Salcantay, but the terrible avalanches which swept it
ceaselessly made us give it up as too dangerous. Instead we divided
into two groups. Five tried the normal route, but they quit after nearly
being carried away by an avalanche of séracs. The other six of us
climbed the east ridge on two ropes of three, alpine-style. We were my
wife Gilberte, André Berry, Jean-Claude Chatot, Michel Mabillon, Jean
Van Dame and I. We got to Base Camp on July 4 but it snowed until
the 11th. On the 12th we bivouacked at 15,770 feet at the foot of the
ridge in two caves scraped out by the hand of man, possibly in Inca
times. On July 13 we climbed to a snow saddle and continued along
the sharp, corniced ridge to bivouac at 16,400 feet. On the 14th we
bivouacked at 17,550 feet after advancing along cornices. The night
was cold and windy. On the 15th we had a sitting bivouac at 18,700
feet. On the 16th we reached the foresummit for our bivouac. We
reached the summit at ten A.M. on July 17 and descended to the mo-
raine. The route followed the ridge constantly except for one section
where we progressed on mixed terrain 150 feet below the crest on the
right. It was a beautiful, esthetic ridge, essentially snow and ice, delicate
at times because of cornices, difficult without being extremely so. We
were happy to do it alpine-style, since we had bad conditions with two
feet of new snow. Salcantay had not been climbed for three years.

Lours AUDOUBERT, Club Alpin Frangais

Ampato Este. On July 17 the summit of the east peak of Ampato
(c. 20,000 feet) was reached by Mila Ferndndez de Abarasturi, Arancha
Uriarte, José Luis Gabironda, the Peruvian Glicerio Henostroza and me.

FELIPE URIARTE, Federaciéon Vasconavarra de Montafiismo, Spain

Bolivia

Illimani, North Ridge and Peaks in Condoriri Group. Thirteen
members of the Club Alpino Italiano, Lucca, climbed in the southern
Cordillera Real in June and July 1976. In the Condoriri group they
made ascents to Huallomen (5463 meters, 17,920 feet), Fabulosa (5370
meters, 17,618 feet), Jisthafla (5260 meters, 17,257 feet), Ilusién (5330
meters, 17,487 feet) and Ilusioncita (5150 meters, 16,897 feet). Base
Camp was thereafter transferred to the northwest flank of Illimani, a
side that has been little known to climbers. The leader, Cosimo Zap-
pelli, and L. Cosson and A. Sarteschi, climbed the north ridge?® of

1 First climbed by Spaniards in 1969. (See A.4.J., 1970, pages 172-3.) It
seems possible that the other Italian ascent, that of the northwest ridge, may
be a repeat of the route done by Argentines in 1970. (See 4.4.J., 1971, page
424.)—Editor.



